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She has not had one acre except the 500,000 acres 
granted on her admission into the Union as a State. 
ti this bill should pass, it would give her, in addi- 
tion to what she bas already had, not more than 
fifty per cent. of what Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois 
have each received. With the addition of the 
amount granted by this bill, she will have nothing 
like what Missouri and Iowa have received. I 
trust, then, that the honorable Senator will with- 
draw his objection. e 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I know that 
Michigan is a very modest State. She claims 
very little from the legislative or executive depart- 
ments. She has, however, now, a prospect of 
heading the Government, and if she will only let 
her roads remain as they are a little while loner, 
she may have possibly the benefit of the Execu- 
tive influence to promote them. 

Mr. CASS. Ifthe honorable Senator will only 


guaranty that, we might abandon the bill. [Laugh- 


er. 

‘he. DAWSON. If the ballot already had in 
another assembly [alluding to the ballot taken this 
morning in the Democratic National Convention 
for a candidate for the Presidency] is any evi- 
dence of a guarantee, the honorable Senator has 
it, I trustnow, that while Michigan is in so pros- 
perous a condition, and everything seems to be 
going on so smoothly, she will not press the mat- 
ter too far for fear of a reaction; for the telegraphic 
dispatches go between here and Baltimore very 
rapidly, and, if it should be known that this great 
question of internal improvement were raised here, 
and that my friend from Michigan is in the front 
upon that subject, perhaps some of those gentle- 
men who have a little feeling on that question, 
might rebel. 

It is true, the public property has been appro- 
priated to build a road through Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, and Pennsylvania, but it was upon the 
principle that it was to advance the value of the 
public land; and yet the constitutionalty of that 
has been doubted from the beginning to the pres- 
ent day, and it was a party question down to 
1836. I recollect that in the presidential contro- 
versy of 1836, it was one of the leading points of 
discussion. I trust that question will not be raised 
now; but if it be raised it shall not be my fault. 
[ want to keep this question out of discussion. I 
want no confusion created by it. I do not wish 
to create any difficulty. I do not wish to throw 
any obstacle in the way of the race now going on 
over the Baltimore course. 

Mr. SEWARD. I willleave the consideration 
of affairs at the Baltimore Convention to that dis- 
tunguished and respectable body, and say a word 
upon the question before the Senate. Itisa simple 
question. It is a proposition to enrich the United 
States by making a road through their own lands 
in a region where there is no road, and never has 
been any road, and where those who are ac- 
quainted with the country know that no road can 
be made in any other way than in that proposed 
by this bill. It is in that part of Michigan which 
adjoins Lake Superior. It is a new country, and 
if I correctly understand the location of the road, 
there is no way of passage in the winter season 
from that region to the interior and settled parts of 
Michigan, except over the untracked snow. 
There, I understand, the mail, in the winter season, 
is carried by trains of dogs over the snow drifts, 
and the members of the Legislature of the State 
of Michigan, from that northern region, reach the 
capital of the State without any roads, and by a 
very precarious route. It is in that portion of the 
State of Michigan in which the United States have 
the largest interest in the national domain. But 
beyond all that, and what is of vastly more im- 
portance, it is in that portion of the State which is 
adjacent to the copper mines, and the mineral 
wealth of the Government. 

It strikes me that it would be a want of common 
prudence, and of common sagacity, to letany day 
pass by when a chance was presented of passing 
a bill so meritorious as this. My own recollection 
of the inconveniences that have been suffered in 
my own State from the want of some such policy 
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as this, inclines me very strongly in favor of 
bill. We havea large tract of land in the State ol 


New York, embracing, I should think, o1 


or one tenth of the whole territory of | State, 
which lies between the St Lawre ce river oO} 
north, and the Erie canal on the South—lare: 
portions of it belonging to the State, and the 

to private proprietors, which has lain unimproved 
and uncultivated up to this time, being 
drawback upon the resources at | ros j Oo 
the State; and all because we have never been able 
to adopt a system of carrying roads through it by 
which to promote emigration. The emigration 
passes north and south of it, leaving th forests 
in their virgin state, although the land ich in 
timber, and adapted to cultivation. 1 ho 

will signalize this day by the passage of an act 


wise and so meritorious as this. 

Mr. H ALE | suppose when this bill w 
taken up, it was taken yp under the impress! 
that it would not lead to debate, and occupy th: 
time ot the Senate. I see that it is causing debat 
and though | am in favor of the bill, and in r 
tion to the public lands shall go for giving them 
all away to everybody, I hope the Senator from 
Michigan will consent to let it lie ovér for the pré 
ent. 

Mr. CASS. Take the vote. 

Mr. HALE. Well, I have no objection, only 
if there is a division called for I fear the Chan 
will announce that there is no quorum. 

Mr. CASS. Let the vote be taken 

Mr. HALE. | move to postpone tne 
consideration of the bill till to-morrow. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I hope that motion 
will not be agreed to. I have some acquaintance 
with this bill, and I am sure it is one of the most 
meritorious a has come before the Senate, or 
that will confffand ourattention. The facts have 
been stated so clearly and succinctly by the Sen 
ator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] that it is 
unnecessary for me to undertake to travel over 
the same ground. 

But there is one thing I will say. The Senator 
from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] says that Michigan 
is an exceedingly modest State both as relates to 
legislative and executive patronage. Michigai 
can speak for herself, and defend: herself on al 
points; but [ must say that I cannot reciprocate 
the compliment which has been given, when speak- 
ing of Georgia. It will be borne in mind that 
Georgia has been more ably represented on this 
floor than many other States, and has had a Sen 
ator whom we all admired and esteemed—in fact, 
a sort of model Senator. That State has been 
able recently to get through this body a large ap- 
propriation for the removal of obstructions in the 
Savannah river, and without the least poss eo 
l confess I have 
felt ashamed that I was considered as having 
spoken against the interest of Georgia. I hap- 





jection on the part of Senators. 


pened to enter this Chamber when the Senato 
from Georgia, who has since resigned, |Mr. Ber- 
RIEN,| was making the motion for the considera- 
tion of the bill to which I have referred, and I 
was desirous to hear what the Senator from Geor- 
gia, now present, (Mr. Dawsown,] would say in 
its favor. I have never known a bill to come up, 
making an appropriation for the West, since he 
has had a seat in this body, that he did not at 
tack it most violently. Itis most manifest that 
whenever a small appropriation, embracing a tri- 
fling quantity of land produced by an accretion 
from a river has been asked for by us, that Sena- 
tor has invariably taken occasion to attack it right 
and left, and in the center.- And what more has 
he done? This very morning he has succeeded 
in getting a bill through this body to surrender to 
his State a military site belonging to the United 
States. 

The PRESIDENT. That is not the question. 
The question is on the motion to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. [I trust it will not be 
postponed. 

Mr. HALE. I hope Senators will understand 





| my motion as not being made because I am op- 


\AL GLOBE. 


ES ES re 


i { i ‘ e of the debate, and, possibly 
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mee ee a tans ee 
nosed to the passage of the bill, for | am in favor 

; 4 > ) 
and will vote forint. But when we come to 
e is adivision | fear we shall find oa 
Sey \ outa quorum 
\1 ’ .4 ’ 7 . . 
ir. JUINES, OT lowa. here is a quorum 
7 Let us have the vote 
\ CHASE Ll do propose to go inte 
lis non ther its of this bill; but inasmu 
re on | roposed to e Senator fror 
aA : ' : 


Ir. Fetcu}] may have been the un 


, ,» MAY 
ypard the immediate passage of his bill, | fee 
au > pl to say that, o examining the law 

ds to the State of Ohio for the Maumee 


d, lt find that it gives double the quantity which 


es to grant to Michigan; for that 


nts two entire miles in width, one on each 
le 1 tract one hundred and twenty feet 
vidt v ré , tne bill now before the Senate 
0 $to five oniv one mile, in altern te sec 
ol on eit > ce of the road, thus making ‘ 


fl y one mile in width alt cvether 


I} was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
I 
THE HOMESTEAD BILI 
Vir. CLEMENS gave notice that he should, o: 
the bill commonly known as the | ead bi 
] fn ’ the Sel ite fo ” eT ’ . off 7 
i ! hi vent enacting that al } th ind of th 
United States, which shall have been in the market 
for ten, fifteen, twenty-five, and thirty yea d 
inwards, prior to the tim f application to ent 
ine let the provisions of this a t, and stil 
remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale, at the 
1 ve prices of one dollar, seventy five cent 
fifty « ts, twenty-five cents, and twelve and a halt 
ent er cre He submitted his amendment 
formaily for the purpose of having it printed 
NAUTICAL ALMANAC. 
Mr. HALE. I| move to postpone the prio: 
orders, for the purpose of taking up from the table 


a resolution of inquiry relative to the Nautica 
Almanac. It is Importags th 


atit should be passed 

s {1 hoy here will be fie hiection t he , 
arc hope there wu e fo objection to the motion 
It will not give rise to a minute’s debate 

on sot . 

[he motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro 
ceeded to the consideration of the resolution, which 
sas i ) 

j ve hat the Seeretary of the Navy be instructs 


to inform the Senate where and at what Observatory the 
ervations and calculations for the ** Nautical Almanac 


Why the same are not made at the National Observatory 
at Washingtor 


What expenses are necessary therefor, except the pay of 





e Superintendent? 
What progress has been made towards making a Nautic 
Almanac 
For hov g a period of time the calculations of the first 
na re exe ected to extend? 
Whether it is necessary to the perfection of the ** Nant 
uA unl to make observations at mor an one Ot 
servatory, dif so, are they made at two Observatories 
and i > at what twe 
Whether any persons except the Supe 1a 
el uid for services In preparing Uh Alm 
ac.’ and if so, how many, and what comr ha 
they received 
When it is expected thata ‘‘Nautical Almanac’”’ will 
prepared for pubiicator 
Wha improvement, a , is it expected the Americar 
** Nautical Almanac,”? when published, will have over th 
English 
Is it ected that any errors of former astronomers or 
yb-erver ire to be corrected. Or any hew means stgg 
y wi more precision is to be given to astronomic 
. a 
Atter t first American ‘* Naut ! Almanac is pub 
lished, will « succeeding numbers probably cost as much 
or more than the rst 


Will the same time be necessary for the second and sub 
sequent numbers respectively, as for the firet? 

Mr. MANGUM. This matter has already en 
gared, to a considerable extent, the attention of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Haxe,}] 
as also of my colleague, [Mr. Bancer.] They have 

I reeret to hear this morning, for the first time, 
that my colleague is confined to his room by a 
severe attack of illness, which I hope, however, is 
only temporary. Under these circumstances, | 
think it would be only courteous, as this matte: 


information peculiar to themselves on the subje 
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has been already discussed, and has excited con- 

siderable attention, to allow it to lie over for the 

present. 

' Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from New 

Iiempshire will allow it to he over. 
Mr HALE. Will Senators allow 


moment? 


me for a 
single 
inquiry. We have already expended upwards of 
34.000 on this Nautical Almanac; we are now 
naked to spend $19,000 more this year on It; and 
i moved th 


for the 


is resolution some days since, simply 
of obtaining information. The 
Senator from North Carolina | Mr. Bapcer] then 


anid ** let it lie over:’’ but ] have 


purpose 


had some con- 
versation with him since, and I do not suppose 
that he would now have the 
have the 
spend $19,000 more, I wish to Know 


slightest objection to 
it | desire to information, because if 


ve are to 


i 


whatitis to be snentior. 
Mr. MANGUM. Ihave no objection to the 
resolution: but there are interrogatories contained 


init which may be susceptible of an interpretation 


which mav seem to convey a degree of censure, 
and perhaps my colleawue would desire some mod- 
itcation of some 


part of the resolution; and | 


think that as he has taken appare ntly a very de- 


This is a simple resolution of | 


cided interest in this matter, it should lie over till | 


| move to 
further consideration of the resolu- 


he has an opportunity to be present. 
postpone the 
tion ttli to-morrow. 

Mr. GWIN. I! 


over. It is 


hope the resolution may lie 
amere act of courtesy which I think 


North Carolina, [Mr. 


is due to the Senator from 
Banat R. | I have not the least possible objection 
to its passave, but I think it will be better that it 
should lie over till to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. I surely could not be guilty of 
any want of courtesy to any one in this body, and 
especially to the Senator from North Carolina. 
Let it lie over. 

The motion to postpone the further consideration 
of the resolution was agreed to. 

WILLIAM MONEY. 

Mr. GWIN. 
the Senate to take up Senate bill No. 440, for the 
relief of William Money. It is to enable him to 
refer his accounts to the Secretary of the ‘Treas- 
ury for settlement. The case has been examined 
with great care by the Senator from Kentucky, 
|Mr. Unperwoop,] and he has reported a bill for 
the settlement of his agounts. That gentleman 
is in the city, and is in great want of a settlement 
of his accounts . 
and passed 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a second time, and con- 
in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
vides that the Secretary of the Treasury shall in- 
quire into the alls ved seizure of forty-five horses 


sidered as 


in California, by orders of General Kearny, said 


I ask the unanimous consent of 


I hope the bill will be taken up | 


to be the property of William Money, and the | 
value of the horses thus seized, and which were | 


appropriated to the use of the army of the United | 


States under the command of General Kearny, 
and pay to the said Money, out of any money m 
the Treasury, the value of each horse owned by 
him, and so seized and used. " 

Mr. HALE. | move to amend the bill in the 

manner that 

been amended, by inserting in the proper place the 
words ** without interest.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
} 


amended 


same 


,and the amendment was concurred in: 
and the bul was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, 

THOMAS FLANNAGAN. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I now move to post- 
pone all prior orders for the purpose of procteding 
to the consideration of the bill for the relief of 
Thomas Flannagan, which was reported from the 
Committee on Pensions this morning. 
son to whom the bill grants relief is eithty-eicht 
or eighty-nine yearsofage. Heis very poor, and 
receives a pension of only forty dollars from the 
State of Pennsylvania. He has been three or four 
years urging the passage of this bill, which has 
passed the House of Representatives on two or 
three occasions, and has been reported favorably 
upon by committees in the Senate. I hope the 
Senate will not hesitate to pass this bill if they are 
satisfied that it ought to pass. 


There being no objection, the motion to take up || 


similar bills have sometimes | 


Pi 
The per- | 


| 


the bill was agreed to, and it was considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. The bill provides that 
the Secretary of the Interior. be directed to place 
the name of Thomas Flannagan upon the list of 
invalid pensjoners at the rate of eight dollars per 
month during his life, to commence on the fifth 
day of July, 1847. It was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. HALE. I want to perform another act of 
courtesy toward the Senator from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Bapcer,]} who is sick, and in his absence to 
move that when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. : ; 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senate will not pass 
over private bill day. It is very important that 
we should not lose that day, and | hope the 
motion will be postponed until to-morrow. The 
Private Calendar has got behind in consequence 
of the deficiency bill having taken the time that 
belonged to private bills for several weeks past. 
| hope we may have to-morrow for the consider- 
ation of private bills. 

‘rhe question was taken, and, on a division, 
there were— ayes 20, noes not counted. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

LEVEE ACROSS THE RIVER SAN DIEGO. 


Mr.CLEMENS. I move to postpone the prior 
for the purpose of taking up Senate bill 


orders 
2. Itis a bill to provide for building a levee 


f 






No. 282 
across the mouth of the river San Diego, to divert 
it into False Bay. When this bill was up, some 
time since, it was postponed on my motion; Thave 
since examined it, and | withdraw any objection 
that I may have had to it. With the consent of 
the Senator from California, [Mr. Gwin,] I there- 
fore move that it be now taken up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
It enacts that the sum of 430,000 
be appropriated, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Navy, to build a levee 
across the mouth of the river San Diego, to turn 
it from the bay of San Diego into gg former chan- 
nel, in False Bay; provided, that nO portion of the 
appropriation shall be expended for the object in- 
dicated, unless a contract can be made with re- 
sponsible parties, giving ample security, to com- 
plete the entire work for the sum named. 

The bill having been considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


a second time. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I submitted a resolu- 
tion a short time since, for the amendment of the 
rules of the Senate. If the Senate will act upon 
that now, I think they will find for the residue of 
term it will aid very much in the dispatch of 
business. I will merely state the object of amend- 
ment, which is to allow a motion to be made to lay 
an amendment to a bill or a resolution upon the 
table, without carrying the bill or resolution itself 
with it. If such an amendment is made to our 


i rules, then theamendment which is proposed toa 


bill, and which might otherwise cause a discussion 
for weeks, and to which the Senate may be wholly 
averse, can be disposed of, and the Senate can go 
on with the consideration of the bill. It will be 
found, if we do not adopt some such amendment 
as this, that when the general appropriation bill 
comes up, we shall be engaged weeks in discussing 
amendments which, by such a rule as this, could 
be immediately disposed of. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I would'‘like to have the 
resolution read. 

It was read accordingly, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the thirtieth rule be amended by adding 
thereto the following : 

**On motion, any amendment offered to a bill or resolu- 


tion may be laid on the table without carrying the bill or 
resolution with it. ”? 


Mr. SEWARD. I hope that it will lie over. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The question is on taking 
it up. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I hope it will not be taken 
up. It seems to me it is not a good time to dis- 
cuss our rules when there is barely a quorum pres- 
ent. I think we should not undertake to make or 
alter our rules until we have a quorum. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Very well; an objection 
is enough for me. I withdraw the motion. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


il 


June 3, 

DUPLICATRQLAND WARRANTS, 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to postpone the prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up Senate jj) 
No. 301, reported by the Senator from Alabama 
[Mr. Cremens,] from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. It is very brief; the title is, “A 
bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
issue duplicate land warrants In certain cases.” 
It arose in this way: I presented to the Senate 
the petition of an individual who had the misfor. 
tune to lose his warrant. On examination, ip 
committee, it was thought that the law unde; 
which that warrant was issued was an exception 
to the general rule, the Secretary of the Interior 
not having power to issue a duplicate warrant 
underit. ‘The Senator from Alabama [Mr. Crey- 
eNs| reported, from the committee, this bill, ay- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Interior to issue 
duplicate warrants in certain eases. These are al} 
the facts of the case; and as this bill will afford 
relief to the petitioner, | hope it will be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It enacts that the Secretary of the Interior he 
authorized to issue duplicate land warrants in al] 
cases in which the original land warrant shal! 
have been lost or destroyed, upon due proof of 
such loss or destruction. 

Mr. FELCH. I should liketo know something 
about this bill. I do not understand that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior has the right, in ordinary 
cases, to issue duplicate land warrants in case of 
loss. I do not understand that to be the fact 
under the general law; but Iam well aware that 
applications are frequently made to Congress in 
cases of loss, proof is adduced, and special laws 
are passed. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ihave only to say, that the indi- 
vidual who has lost his warrant in this case ap- 
plied to the Department, and they said they were 
satisfied they bad no authority to issue a duplicate 
He then came here by petition, and that petition 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, and was taken up in that committee in my 
absence; and, as I understand, the committee have 
thought that it was better to pass a general law, 
in consequence of the omission in the old law 
granting the warrants, to provide for the case of 
the loss of any of them, so as to place these war- 
rants on the same footing as others, than to pass 
a law upon each individualease. For that reason 
the Senator from Alabama was directed to report 
the bill which is before us. 

Mr. FELCH. I would be glad to know if that 
bill was recommended by the Department? 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 do not know. The Senator 
from Alabama can say how thatis. The business 
was done in the committee when I was not pres- 
ent. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out, in the clause ** upon due proof of such 
loss or destruction,’’ the word ** due,’’ and insert- 
ing inlieu thereof the word ** satisfactory.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I do not know that it is 
necessary to add anything to what has been said 
by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis} 
in relation to this matter. This bill was reported 
upon the petition of Lucretia Barton, who made 
proof to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office that her land warrant had been lost. He 
decided that, under the law, in this particular case, 
he had no right to issue a duplicate. This bill 
was reported by the Committee on Private Land 


| Claims for the purpose of saving Congress the 


necessity of passing a separate bill upon every 
similar case. It authorizes the Commissioner, 
upon satisfactory proof, to issue a duplicate land 
warrant, in cases where they have been lost. At 
is intended simply to save us from the necessity 
of passing a bill for every case of the kind which 
may arise. It leaves the issuing of the duplicates, 
as all other cases are left, to the discretion of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, upon 
satisfactory proof being made. 

Mr. FELCH. I think it would be better to 
allow this bill to lie over until we can look a little 
further into the matter. The bill applies to all 
bounty land warrants which have been issued 
under all the laws which have ever been passed. 

Mr. CLEMENS. There is but one class to 
which the principle does not already apply. 

Mr. FELCH. I think the Senator is under 4 
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misapprehension in regard go that. There is no 
class of cases in which the Department has the 
ower Which the bill proposes to confer; and the 
bill, in its terms, applies to all classes, and not 
merely te an isolated class of cases. The question 
here is, Whether we will give to the Department, 
in the general language of the bill, the power to 
give duplicates in the cases of all land warrants 
which have been lost. It sometimes becomes a 
very nice question to decide whether a party who 
has had a land warrant is entitled to land; because, 
under the recent law, and under the law row, all 
jand warrants become assignable, and it becomes 
frequently an important question, when a party 
cannot produce a warrant, to determine whether 
it has been lost or assigned, and is in the hands of 
another bona fide holder. I desire to look further 
into the matter before [ shall be willing to adept 
the principle in the full length to which this goes; 
and therefore | would prefer that the subject should 
be postponed, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I think my friend from 
Alabama had better permit the bill to be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands for their ex- 
amination. 

Mr. CLEMENS. It has been reported from 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. But it affects, as the 
Senator from Michigan has intimated, our general 
land system; and therefore 1 think it had better 
receive the examination of the Committee on 
Public Lands also. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I will offer an amendment 
to obviate that objection. The bill arises from an 
ipplication for a revolutionary land warrant. I 
have a letter from the Commissioner, in which he 
states that there is no law existing authorizing the 
issuing of duplicates in cases of revolutionary 
land warrants. Now I propose to amend the bill 
so as to confine it to those cases. | presume there 
can be no objection to that. I move to amend 
by inserting after the word ‘‘ cases,’’ the words 
‘of revolutionary land warrants,’’ so as to make 
it read that ** the Secretary of the Interior be, and 
‘heis hereby authorized to issue duplicate land 
‘warrants in all cases of revolutionary land war- 
‘rants in which the original warrants have been 
‘lost or destroyed.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS. Is this a revolutionary case? 

Mr. CLEMENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FELCH. The same rule applies to all 
others. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Ido not see any necessity 
for restricting the bill, except for the objection 
made to it. I think it ought to apply to all such 
cases, and it would save us a great deal of trouble. 

Mr. FELCH. Let it lie over. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Very well. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [think my friend from 
Alabama had better modify the bill so as to make 
it relate only to the particular case. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have no authority to do 
it. I have reported it as instructed by the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Had it not better be 
recommitted, to see if it cannot be converted into 
a bill for the particular case? The bill as it stands 
would open inquiries into transactions fifty or sixty 
years ago, and how many could be, and how many 
might be, brought before the Department without 
looking through the revolutionary satisfactions 
for bounty land claims, nobody can teil; and how 
many frauds might be practiced, nobody can tell. 
I think, therefore, that it would have been much 
better to have made it for the individual case, than 
to open the investigations which might go from 
the beginning of the Government into those in- 
quiries in regard to alleged losses so many years 
past. I should prefer that we should have a little 
more time to look into the matter. 

Mr.CLEMENS. I have no objection to letting 
the bill lie over, but the objection made by the 
Senator from Kentucky amounts to none at all. 
This opens no case. It simply transfers the 
power of issuing the duplicates from Congress to 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
Petitioners come here, and upon less proof than 
the law requires, get their warrants passed every 
session. This is throwing a guard around the 
issuing of the warrants. 

The proof that would be required at the Depart- 
ment is never required here. The claimants bring 
such proof here as satisfies the committee; the 
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ty-five Senators, or members of the other House, 
know what the proof is. The object of this bill 
is to require strict proof in every case, and that 
proof under it will be stronger than that required 
when the individul cases come before Congress. | 
have no objection however to the bill’s going over. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Here is the difficulty. 
It ought to be investigated and ascertained whether 
the warrants were originally assignable, and to 
ascertain also how the records of their assignabil- 
ity have been kept; showing the manner in which 
entries and grants have been made—whether in 
the name of the assignee, or of the original holder 
of the warrant. If we are to ascertain these 
things before we act—if there have not been proper 
records kept of these things—the idea which I 
wished to suggest to the Senator from Alabama, 
was, that at this lateday,aclaim might be brought 
forward upon allegation that the warrant was lost, 
and if the records have not been kept accurately, 
you may not, particularly after the burnings which 
we have had, be able to go back fifty er sixty 
years to ascertain whether the original warrant 
was sausfied, unless you go page by page over the 
patent-book to find the patent. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I would inquire of the Sen- 
ator, who is most competent to find out that inform- 
ation from the records, the Commissioner, who 
has them, or Congress, who never look at them 
and know nothing about them? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. IL suppose it is the duty 
of Congress in every individual case, to S&tisfy 
itself that the warrant waslost. I should suppose 
that would be the duty of every committee that 
made the examination upon an individual applica- 
tion for the renewal of a warrant; and I should 
therefore say, that the particular examination of 
each individual case—if gentlemen do their duty, 
and the presumption is that they do—would be a 
great deal better than passing a general law where 
the records may be so defective from burnings, as 
I remarked, that you cannot read them through. 
All I want is, to ascertain how the matter stands 
before you legislate. Iam not against giving this 
man a duplicate for his warrant, if he lost it, or 
passing a general law, if it can be properly guard- 
ed, to give it to everybody who has a just claim 
against the Government. 

“I will take this oceasion to remark that I am 
told that there is among the Executive Depart- 
ments a practice of keeping everything a secret 
that would give a good claim against the Govern- 
ment. I am against that, from the beginning to the 
end. I would make all the public records as open 
as the noon-day sun, and every just claim against 





| the Government should be paid. I would not 


care in whose hands a claim might be found, it 
should be paid if the records of the Government 
would show that it was just. I would have no 
governmental secrets to cheat anybody out of his 
rights; but while I am for doing that, 1 am for 
guarding the Treasury, and the public lands also, 
against all improper claims. I hope, therefore, as 
the Senator has said he is willing to have this 
thing investigated, that the bill may lie over until 


| we can have an opportunity to do so. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 
Mr. DAVIS. Before the vote is taken on that, 
I wish simply to say, that [ believe the case which 
I have in my mind, which was presented to the 
| consideration of the Senate, is free from the ob- 
jections raised here. Perhaps what I am about 
to say, may not apply to the passage of a general 
| law; but I wish to satisfy my friend from Ken- 
tucky that this is a just case. The land warrant 
was issued within the last three years—perhaps 
within ashorter time than that. It was addressed 
by the land office, or by whoever had charge of 
the matter, to a certain gentleman, who under- 
took to do this business for the lady in whose 
behalf, as an heiress, the warrant was granted. 
The warrant never came to her. She never has 
| had it—never saw it. But somehow, in pass- 
| ing through the hands of this gentleman, it was 
| lost, and has never been found. We have his 
deposition to that effect. He is as respectable a 
man as is in the United States, and there is not 
oneof ahigher mora! character inthe Union. He 
says that it has somehow got lost, and that he, 
after great search, has been wholly unable to find 
it. The consequence is, that the lady to whom I 
| have referred cannot get the land. I wish to seea 


committee report on the case, and not one in twen- || law made providing for the case; but 1 have no 
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objection to the postponement of this bill for the 
present, 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday 
next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, June 4, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o'clock, m. Prayer 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. . 

The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the call upon committees for reports, 

Mr. SCUDDER, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the petition of Thomas Macy and fifty 
others, citizens of Nantucket, Massachusetts, ask- 
ing satisfaction for French spoliations committed 
upon their whaling ships by France prior to the 
year 1800; which was laid on the table. 

’ Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I believe there 
is not a quorum present. | move a call of the 
House to see whether there is. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the House, on Tuesday, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole the bill reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands, making further pro- 
vision for the satisfaction of the Virginia military 
land warrants. Ido not propose to ask that any 
action be had upon it at this ime, nor perhaps at 
a very early day. My object is simply to keep 
the bill within the control of a majority of the 
House. Il propose to call it up at some remote 
day—at some time when it will not interfere with 
any Important business which may be before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The motion, unless there be 
objection, will be entered upon the Journal. The 
question now before the House is upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Steruens,| 
that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Commitee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the gen- 
tleman to allow me to submit a privileged motion. 
We see our thin condition, and therefore | move. 
that when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 2 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Joun- 
son’s motion, and it was agreed to. 

DEPOSITS WITH THE STATES. 

Mr. STANLY, by unanimous consent, and in 
pursuance of previous notice, introduced bill No. 
277, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
deposit with the several States the fourth install- 
ment of the public money directed to be made with 
said States by the act approved June 23d, 1836; 
which was read the first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

On motion by Mr. HASCALL, by unanimous 
consent, it Was 

Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House the papers in the case of Alanson 
Pool, for the purpose of reference to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. MILLSON, by unanimous eonsent, from 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Mary Bawry, and a 
bill for the relief of Mary Pearson; which were 
severally read a first and second ‘ime by their titles, 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, 
with the reports accompanying, ordered to be 

yrinted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is improper to 
attempt to do any business in this thin condition 
of the House. There are gentlemen who wish to 

| make speeches in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and this is about as harmless 
business as any in which we can engage, [laugh- 
ter,] except to adjourn and walk about the streets. 

I therefore hope that the House will resolve itself 
| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union, and proceed with these speeches. 

Mr. BELL. I wish to refer some bills 

[Cries of ** No! no!” ** Question ! question !’’] 

Mr. OUTLAW. I move that the House ad- 


journo. 
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Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. Upon that motion I 
demand the yeas and nay 4 

he yeas and nays were not ordered 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. It seems to me that 
we have not a quorum here. 


desirous of making speeches instead of going 


x 


Are gentlemen here 


into committee for the purpose of hearing those 

speeches, they can pursue the course which has 

been followed before, and write them out and pul i 
' 

y 


1 
| 


lish them. That privilege has been general 
granted 


Mr. STANLY. It requires & quorum to ilo 


business, Jt does not require a quorum to do 
nothing. {| Laughter. } Speech making 13 tata 


mount to doing nothing. 


The quesuion was then taken pon Mr. Ourt- 
LAW *s motion toadjourn, ind there were—a ye 326, 
noes 63. 

So the House refused to adjourn 


Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 

The SPEAKER. Thatisthe pendin 7 question. 

[A message was here rec eived from the Senate, 
by the hands of Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, ii 
forming the ILlouse that the Senate had a rreed Lo 
the amendment of the House to Senate bill No 
3, entitled ** An act granting the right of way to 
‘the State of Missouri, and a portion of pulolic 
‘lands to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
‘in said State. ~’ 

The question then being upon the suspension of 
the rules, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, demanded tellers; 
which were not ordered, only 23 gentiemen rising 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is perfectly evi 
dent, from the experiments we have made in count 
ing, that there is not a quorum present. Lam not 
willing, knowing that fact, that the House shall 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CHANDLER. If there is no quorum, we 
have no right to adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. JONES. I ask for a division upon the 
question of the House resolving itself into the 
Committee of the Whole. 

‘The question was then taken, and there were- 
ayes 60, noes 27. 

No quorum voting. 

Mr. OUTLAW. I move that the House ad 
journ, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let us have the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to fo into the Committee of 
the Whole, and that will tell the House whether 
we have a quorum or not. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn; which were or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken, and there were 
yeas 24, nays 86. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved a call of 
the House, which was not agreed to. 

Upon the motion of Mr. ORR, the House then 
adjourned ull Monday next at twelve o’clock, m. 
PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and reterred tothe appropriate conunittees : 
By Mr. HENDRICKS: The petition of numerous citi 
zens of the counties of Bartholomew, Johnson, and Shelby, 
in the State of Indiana, praying the construction of an ad 

ditional canal at the Falls of the Ohio river 

By Mr. STRATTON: The petition of Joseph Franklin 
and 291 others, citizens of Gloucester county, New Jersey, 
asking Congress to pass a law to prohibit, absolutely, the 
deportation, banishment, or immigration from foreign coun 
tries to the United States,of any and all convicts, felons, 
and paupers, publicly recognized as such at home in their 
own countries, 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial of William B. Astor 
and others, for the immediate establighment of a Mintin the 
city of New York, to which is appended a statement of the 
amount of gold bullion received at the port of New York 
from California since its annexation to the United States, 
which sum is $94,468,553 17. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, June 7, 1852. 

Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morgan. 

Mr. GWIN presented two ce of citizens 
of California, praying the establishment of a mail 
route from Benicia to Knight’s Landing, or to 
Frémont; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Califor- 
nia, in favor of an appropriation to remunerate 


Elias Waldo for services and expenses jn reliev- 
ing the overland emigrants to that State; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, the memorial of Van Rensselaer Mor- 
ran, a lieutenant in the Navy, praying to be al- 
lowed traveling expenses while returning from the 
Sandwich Islands, under orders from the Navy 
Department; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented two petitions of citi 

of Indiana, praying that the bill now pend- 
ing before Congress, commonly known as * the 
homestead bill,’’ may become a law; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Indiana, in favor of a donation of the public lands 
in that State to Indiana; which was ordered to be 
laid on the table and printed. 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of In 
diana, in favor of a grant of land for the Indiana 
Normal University for the education of females; 
which was ordered to be laid on the table and 
printed. 

Mr. WADE presented three petitions of citi- 
zens of Ohto, praying that the bill now pending 
before Congress, commonly known as ** the home- 
stead bill,’? may become a law; which were refer 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of Duff 
Gregn and Benjamin E. Green, praying the pay- 
ment of their claim against the Cherokee Indians; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Aifairs. 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the ex- 
tension of Parker’s patent for improvements on 
reaction water-wheels; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Alsvo, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, re- 
monstrating against a further extension of Wood- 
worth’s patent for a planing machine; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Also, a memorial of citizens: of Philadelphia, 
praying a modification of the late bounty land 
law; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Also, a petition of the officers of the Art Union 
of Philadelphia, praying that P. F. Rothermel 
may be employed to paint a picture for one of the 
panels of the rotunda of the Capitol; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that the bill now pending before 
Congress, commonly known as ‘‘ the homestead 
bill,’? may become alaw; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of the city of New York; a petition of the citi- 
zens of Williamsburg, New York; a petition of 
citizens of Massena, St. Lawrence county, New 
York; a petition of inhabitants of the State of 
New York; and apetition of members of the Work- 
ing Men’s League, praying that the bill now 
pending before Congress, commonly known as 
**the homestead bill,’* may become a law; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial of William 
H. Gregerson and others, owners of the brig 
Kate Boyd, praying indemnity for the unjust 
seizure and detention of their vessel; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a large number of petitions, signed by 
about five hundred engineers of steamboats, and 
other persons residing on the northern lakes, ask- 
ing for further protection to the lives and property 
of passengers on board steamboats; which were 
ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial of mer- 
chants and others, of Charleston, South Carolina, 
praying that certain acts of Congress affecting 
the commerce of the United States with the Span- 
ish West India islands, may be modified or re- 
pealed; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, a petition of the Rev. Richard Fuller, 
praying that a pension may be allowed the 
mother of the late Captain James Stuart, of the 
United States Army; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented three 
petitions of citizens of Wisconsin, praying that 
the bill now pending before Congress, commonly 
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called ‘* the homestead bill,’ may become a law 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of Ra 
chel Abbot, praying to be allowed a pension for 
the services of her husband, John Abbot, in the 
revolutionary war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of the 
Amazonian Mail Steamship Company, praying 
that the Postmaster General may be authorized Fo 
contract with it for the transportation of the mails 
between Norfolk, Virginia, Porto Rico, in the 
West Indies, and Para, Brazil; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads 

Mr. WELLER presented the memorial of La 
fayette Maynard and John Parrott, praying that 
a contract may be entered into with them for car 
rying the mails by steamships from San Franciseo 
to Panama. . 

Also, a memorial of members of the Legislature 
of the State of California, and a series of joint res 
olutions of the Legislature of the State of Califor. 
nia, in favor of entering into a contract with La 
fayette Maynard and John Parrott for the semi. 
monthly transportation of the mails between 
Panama and San Francisco, or between New 
York and San Francisco; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Lansing, Michigan, praying that the bill now 
pending before Congress, commonly called * the 
homestead bill,’’ may become a law; which was 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. CHASE presented twelve petitions of cit 
izens of Ohio, praying that the bill now pending 
before Congress, commonly called **the homestead 
bill,”? may become a law; which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition oi 
citizens of Iowa, praying that a mail route may 
be established between Delhi and West Union 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit 
tee onthe Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GEYER presented the memorial of R. H 
Miller & Co., praying the remission of duties 
payable on earthen-ware imported by them into 
New Orleans, but lost on the way to St. Louis, 
its port of destination; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BROOKE presented a memorial of H.S 
Foote and others, citizens of Mississippi, praying 
that John J. Guion may be released from a judg 
ment obtained against him by the United States, 
as one of the sureties of Anderson Miller; whic! 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHASE presented two petitions of citizens 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, praying the erection of « 
custom-house, and other public buildings, in that 
city; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the petition of James J. Johnson, repre- 
senting that a patent has been granted for an in 
vention for which he had been previously refused 
a patent, and praying such action in the premises 
as a due regard to justice demands; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the Pat- 
ent Office. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented additiona 
documents relative to the pension claim of Orsor 
Young; which were referred to the Committee o1 
Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval Af 
fairs, to which was referred the memorial of Har- 
riet Ward, asking that herpension may be made 
to extend back to the death of her husband, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for her re- 
lief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the following memorials, submitted 
adverse reports thereon; which were ordered to 
be printed: 

The petition of Simon P. Kase, to purchase the 
right of a patent force-pump for the use of the 
Navy; 

The petition of Hans Nelson, praying pay a3 ® 
seaman in the United States Navy; 

The petition of E. D. Reynolds, asking the di. 
ference of pay as purser of the Southampton; 

The petition of George R. Goldsborough, pray- 
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ing the difference of pay between captain’s clerk 
ont chaplain, for the time he performetl the latter 
service; 

The petition of Sarah Sowers Carson, heir of 

Richard Somers, who fell at Tripoli, in 1804; and 

The petition of Z. W. Potter, praying compen- 
sation for services rendered as nava! storekeeper 
at Valparaiso. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
certain Choctaw Indians, submitted a report, ac- 
ompanied by a joint resolution authorizing the 
examination of the claims of the Biloxi Bay In- 
dians; which was read and passed to the second 
eading. The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BORLAND, trom the Committee on Pub 

Lands, to which was referred a bill to author- 

e the correction of erroneous locations of mili- 
tary bounty land warrants, by actual settlers, in 


certain cases, reported the same with an amend- 
ment, aud asked for its immediate consideration. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill as in 
Committee of the Whole, and the reported amend- 
nent having been agreed to, the bill was ordered 
to be enzrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. HHAMLIN, from the Com: nittee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred a motion to print the 
memorial of John J. Palmer and others, citizens 
if New York, ovr gm in favor of printing so 
much of the memorial as exhibits the amount of 
the importation of bullion from California; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the Committee on Commerce, 
who were instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
encv of abolishing by law the exaction of twenty 
ents per month from the wages of seamen and 
thers, and of continuing the present privileges of 
the marine hospitals, submitted a report: which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives to authorize the issuing a register to the 
chooner Caroline, of Barnstable, reported it with 
out amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill as in 
Commitiee of the Whole, and, no amendment be- 


ing made, it was read a third time and passed. 


REPORT RECOMMITTED. 
On me 1of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 
Ordered, That the report of the Committee on the Post 
)fice and Post Roads on the petition of Joseph Nock, be 


recommitted to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads 


NAVAL DRY-DOCKS 


Mr. GWIN yy by unanimous consent, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution for the 
purchase of certain copie ; of a work on Naval 
Dry-Docks; which was read first and second 
ume by its eas and referred to the Committee on 


the Librar 
REGISTERS TO FOREIGN VESSELS. 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration; which was acreed to: 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Committee be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of so altering the law as to 
authorize the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury to issue registers 
to vessels builtin a foreign country, wien the same have 
been wrecked and repaired in the United States, and 
where the amount of repairs shall be three fourths of the 
value of said vessel when so repaired. 


STEAMBOAT EXPLOSIONS 


Mr. DAVIS gave notice that he should to-mor- 
row submit a motion to take up the bill to -mend 
an act entitled ‘* An act to provide for the better 
security of the lives of passengers on board of 
vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam.’ 

Mr. GEYER also gave notice that he should 
at the same time propose certain amendments to 
the above-named bill: which were ordered to be 
printed. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following joint resolution and bills were 
severally read a third time, and passed: 

Joint resolution for crapeng te site of the old 
Oglethorpe barracks to the C ity Council of Savan- 
nah, Georgia, for a parade ground; 

Bill to provide for building a levee across the 
mouth of the river San Diego, to divert it into 
False Bay; 

Rill to authorize the Secretar y of the Treasur y 
0 convey the right of way to the C leveland and 
Pittsburg, and to the Cleveland. Painesville. and 
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Ashtabula railroad companies, through certain 
lands therein mentioned; 
Bill for the relief of Thomas Flanagan; and 
Bill for the relief of William Money 


PLANK ROAD IN MICHIGAN. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill granting to the State of Michigan the right of 
way and a donation of land to aid in the con 
struction of a plank road from Grand river to 
Montreal river, in said State 

The title of the bill having been amended to 
read as above, it was read a third timeand passed, 

NAVIGATION OF THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI. 


On the motion of Mr. DODGE, o 
Senate resumed, as in Committee of 


f lowa, the 

he Whole, 
the consideration of the bill to improve the navi- 
gation of the Upper Mississippi. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. Pre sident, lL move 
to refer the bill to the Committee on Commerce. 
I make this motion because the Senate, the other 
day, decided in the case of the bill to repair the 
Cumberland dam, on the Ohio, introduced by the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unpnerwoop, ) that 
it would not act upon bills of this character unless 
they were reported upon by a committee. I feel 
a deep interest in the passage of this bill, and hope 
it will receive the early and favorable action of the 
Committee and Senate. + 

It was so referred 

DAM IN THE OHIO RIVER. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. l move to suspend the 
prior orders, for the purpose of acting Thy n the 
bill to provide for the repair and improvement of 
the dam at the head of Cumberland Island, in the 
Ohio river. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

Mr. CHASE. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out the words ‘* repair and improve,”’ 
and inserting the word ** remove.’’ This bill con 
templates an appropriation of $50,000 for the re 
pair of the Cumberland dam, in the Ohio river, 
which is pretty well known to the navigators of 
that stream. I recollect very well, when this 
matter was under consideration a year ortwo wo, 
that the Senator from Mississippi, not now here, 
(Colonel Jetferson Davis,) stated, as the result of 
a personal examination of the position and con- 
struction of this dam, that its repair would prove 
a greater hindrance and obstruction of the navies \- 
tion of that river than the entire removal of it 
would be. At the time this bill, or rather a sim 
ar proposition connected with the river and har- 
bor bill, was first introduced, | was in favor of it: 
but since that period | have conversed a good dea! 
with persons engage d in the navigation of that 
river, and am perfectly satisfied that the objec- 
tions urged by the Senator from Mississi ypi were 
well founded, and that the existence of ide dam 
in the river Is a mere serious obstruction than its 

removal would be. The dam was constructed 
under the authority of the General Government, 
and, having created an obstruction to the naviga- 
tion, the Government oughtto removeit. It should 
not be repaired. We ought not to attempt a work 
which is subject, in consequence of the peculiar 
circumstances of the river , to freque nt and ‘-erlous 
injury, and thus subject the Treasury to great 
expense for repairs, eupec lally when, w henever any 
portion of it is swept away, an obstruction will b 
created altogether greater than the natural diffic a 
ties in the way of the navigation. It is for this 
reason that I have moved the amendment I have 
proposed, which I trust will meet with the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS. I doubt whether the honorable 
member from Ohio [Mr. Cuase) has made him- 
self fully acquainted with all the facts in this case. 
It is true that this dam has been constructed by 
the Government, but it was not placed in the Ohio 
river without application from deask who are en- 
gaged in navigating that river; it was not placed 
there without a supposition on the part of Con- 
cress that the all would be beneficial and useful 


to the navigation of the river. Well, this, of @ differ from my friend from Louisiana. 


itself, proves that there was an obstruction at that 
spot to the navigation of the river; there was a 
want of water; the river spread itself out there to 
an unusual width, and there was an island near 
the spot where the Cumberland river unites with 
the Ohio. The dam was built from that island to 
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the north shore, in order to turn the waters into 
the south channel of the river, and thus sweep 
away this bar which constituted the obstruction, 
and which had been formed by the accumulation 
’ l believe 
nswered this purpose very well until it 
Will the Senator observe that while 
Ll have not the partic ulars of an elaborate report 
precisely in my mind, yet I think I recollect suf- 
ficient of it to enable me to say , that, since the 


construction of that work, the obstacles originally 


of deposit from the Cumberland river. 
inat it a 


rave Way. 


comp uned of on that side of the river have in 
creased; the water is shallower, and there ts really 
more necessity tor keeping the south channel epen 
it this moment than thére was originally, previ- 
ous to the construction of the work 

If I recollect the substance of the report made 
on this subject by the Engineer Department, it is 
substantially this: that the only mode of restoring 
1 convenient navigation, is to reper the dam 
Che crenth man seems to suppose that the Govern 
ment is under some obligation to take this dam out 
of the river. It was placed there by the wish and 
request of those who navigated that river; butstill, 
if itis an obstacle to the navigation, I have no 
particular objection to its removal at the expense 
of the Government. I apprehend that the mem 
ber from Ohio is mistaken in his view of the sub 
ject, however, and that the people will come here 
as soon as that dam is removed and ask to have it 


replaced, because e the depth of water is not suffi 


client for purposes of navigation Now, by com- 
pressing the water of the Olio into the south 
channel, which is the narrower one, that, uniting 


with the waters of the Cumberland river, which 
sweep through, bar out of the way. 


There is some formation below; but that must 


carries the 


be dealt with as well as you can Similar forma 
ives where there are ob 
But | apprehend that if 
the Senator will read the report of the engineer, 
he will find that his mind was very clear on this 
| stated that the best mode of 


tions eccur In almost all « 
structions of this sort. 


yeet, and that he 


“ti 
removing the obstruction was to repats the old 
dam. 


Mr. DOWNS 


tion made by the honorable Se nator from Ohio, 


I entirely concur in the sugges 


that the proper mode of acting in this case 1s to 
remove the dam entirely. I think the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, had he seen the spot, 
had he passed over it, and viewed the channel, as 
many others have who have passed there, would 
come to the same conclusion. The truth is, that 
the purpose for which the dam was made has failed 
entirely: and the best way to cet clear of the ob 
struction 1s to remove if It has failed for this 
reason: The object was to throw sufficient water 
into the other channelto make it navigable for the 
boats. ‘That has failed entirely, because it is so 
far stopped up as to become an infinitely worse 
channel than it formerly was. It is so much 
stonpned up, both above and below the mouth of the 
Cumberland river, that I believe it has never been 
used atall. Above the mouth, the one at which 
, even at low water, I be- 
lieve now they never think of using it at low 
water at all; and it seems to me that, both above and 


the boats used to Dass 


below the mouth of the river, the channel is so 
mach filled up that,evenif you makethe dam anew, 
the original object never can be obtained of making 
the channel around the other side. Nobody pre- 
tends at low water to pass through that channel 
The only remedy is, to re 
move the dam, so that the channel where the dam 
now is can be restored to what it was. Since that 
dam was made material changes have taken place 
in the channel on the other side of the river, which 
have lessened it materially, and it seems to be en 


1 


It is not used at a! 


Probably, if this obstruction 
were removed the main channel would be on the 
same side of the island where the dam now is. At 
any rate, I feel satisfied, so much has the channel 
filled up, that if the dam were repaired to make 
the channel on the other side, you would have to 
dig it up. { therefore think the proper course is 
to remove the dam entirely. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


tireiy hliing up. 


I r@gret very much to 
Iam, to 
be sure, not a professional engineer; but [ am in 
clined to think that, if | had been brought up to 
the business, I would have made a pretty good 


one. © 


Mr. CASS. Arithmetically 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Anv little mathematical 
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attainment which any gentleman has, would en- 
able him to get along in that business tolerably 
well, But it has so happened that | have passed 
frequently, at low stages of water, by this dam, 
and my information differs entirely from that of 
my friend from Louisiana. | passed up on the 
Kentucky chute, as it is called, or the one on the 
south side of the river, and my information was, 
that that chute, at a time when the river was low, 
was better than the other. But, it so happens that 
we have professional information. — | hold in my 
hand the report of Lieutenant Colonel Long, an 
engineer, who examined into the matter in Feb- 
ruary last; and | think that we ought, when gen- 
tlemen differ here, to allow experts to speak, and 
rely upon what they say upon the subject. But, 
sir, allow me, before | read some passages from 
this report, to state, that I know, from personal 
observation, that, at the lower end of the island, 
where the river is, perhaps, a mile and a half or 
two miles wide, it spreads out to a very great ex- 
tent. ‘The deposit from the Cumberland river has 
formed that island, and by the river spreading out 
as it does, you have at the lower end of the island, 
unless you concentrate the water, as shown by 
Lieutenant Colonel Long’s report, a shallow. if 
you do not concentrate it, you will not be able to 
get up at any tume when the water is low. He 
further states, what is the fact, that, unless you 
keep up ths improvement, the best way to get 
into the Cumberland river will be to go up on the 
Illinois chute, pass round the head of Cumber- 
land Island, and then go down two miles to get 
into the mouth of the Cumberland. The conse- 
quence would be, without this repair, to break up 
the direct navigation of the Cumberland river, and 
throw it over this circuitous route. 

But I will not detain the Senate by giving the 
facts which have been proved to me satisfactorily 
by my own personal examination and knowledge. 
I rely upon what Colonel Long reports. The 
Senate will be kind enough to listen to it. He 
classifies his report under various heads. What 


Iam about to read he classifies under the head of 


** Removal of the old dam, and its probable con- 
sequences.’’ Here is what he says will result 
from that: 


‘From the facts adduced as above, it may be readily 
inferred that the removal of the dam will be attended by 
results of the following import, viz: 

‘1. Low-water navigation can only be had for boats 
bound either to Smithtand or the Cumberland river, except 
by passing upward from the lower end of Cumberland, and 
between the same and the Kentucky shore, about two 
miles, to Smithland.”’ 


That will be one result. 
round this island. 
states, is: 


You will have to go 
The second result, which he 


*'The depth of the pool above the dam will be reduced 
to such an extent that the shoals, &c., at Stewart's Island, 
the Sisters Island, &c., (four to twelve miles above the 
dam.) which were formerly ranked among the most diffi 
cult shoals of the Ohio, will require extensive works, in 
order to render them navigable in low water.” 


You have, according to previous parts of this 
report, by this improvement obtained a head- 
water of about four feet. That is the statement. 
If you draw off these four feet of head-water, 
every gentleman will at once see the effect that 
will be produced upon the river by thus drawing 
it off, and forming shoals, as is stated, from 
four to twelve miles above the dam, which consti- 
tuted, prior to this improvement, some of the 
greatest obstructions to the navigation of the 
river. That is the second effect which he says the 
removal of the dam will have. The third is: 

“The shoals between Cumberland Island and the Thi 
now shore, which were exceedingly formidable prior to the 
erection of the damm, and still remain unimproved, will re 
quire works on a large and expensive scale, in order to ren 
der them passable for steamers in low stages of the river.’’ 

There is the very fact which I have already 
stated, that the shoals between the Illinois shore 
and the island unimproved, if you take this dam 
out, will reduce to low water, and you will not be 
able to pass over them. But you obviate that dif- 
ficulty by concentrating the water in the Kentucky 
chute, which is narrow, as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has waid, and by concentrating it 
in that narrow chute you deepen it so as to avoid 
the shoal between the island and the Illinois shore. 
All that is so perfectly plain upon physical prin- 
ciples, that nobody can deny it. And here the 
effect is stated by the engineer. That is the third 


consequence of the removal of this dam. The 
fourth is: 


“A low-water channel from the foot of Cumberland 
island, upward to the mouth of Cumberlind river, must be 
provided for and kept open, in order to insure a navigable 
communication with this river in very low stages.”’ 

That is one of the other facts which I also 
stated; that, if you seatter the water over a mile 
and a half or two miles, you so diminish the 
depth that, as Lieutenant Long tells you, to get 
into the Cumberland river from below, you will 
have to expend a large sum of money for the pur- 
pose of opening the shoal. I hope that this re- 
port will be considered satisfactory in all its bear- 
ings, and if gentlemen desire the whole of it to 
he read, Lhope it may be done. It is a very sat- 
isfactory report, and shows all the facts, and I 
think we ought to depend upon it. | am satis- 
tied from local information—from letters which I 
have received—that it is a very important matter 
to improve the dam. I will further remark, that 
my information is, that it will take double, triple, 
perhaps quadruple more to remove it than it will 
to improve it. The reason why that will cost so 
much more is, that you do not have to 


———** dive into the bottom of the deep 
Where fathom-line could never touch the ground, 
And pluck up drowned honor by the locks,” 


but you have to dive after the stones at the bot- 
tom of the river; and everybody knows that the 
process of grappling with the rocks for the pur- 
pose of their removal will cost more than to bring 
rocks from the shore and put them into the gap 
formed by the breakage of the dam. If economy, 
therefore, is to be consulted on the subject, it will 
be vastly cheaper to fill up the gap than to at- 
tempt to take out the rocks which have been depos- 
ited and carry them to the shore. 

Mr. CASS. It is very obvious to me that this 
whole discussion confirms yet more and more 
what has often been said here of the error of trying 
to administer, instead of legislating. Here are 
different statements made by gentlemen equally 
conversant with the state of things there; one af- 
firming that the dam should be repaired, another, 
that it should be taken away. I appeal to the 
whole Senate, if we are competent to determine 
that question? I ask again, if it is not the office 
of the proper Department to do this? We ought 
to hold the Department responsible, and let it 
ascertain the facts. Our appropmation, in such a 
case as this, should be niade general, holding the 
Secretary of War responsible, and he holding the 
officers of his Department responsible to take the 
correct course; to remove the dam, or repair the 
dam, as circumstances may require. We are not 
in a condition to administer; and this isa mere 
question of administration. Let us make the 
proper appropriation, and hold the proper Depart- 
ment responsible for the plan adopted, and the 
money expended. That is the course Congress 
ought to take, and that is the course | hope it will 
take. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


the engineer, which I have just read. The bill 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, the 
other day, because of the want of that report. 
The committee have reported the bill back, with 
the engineer’s report. But, if it will relieve the 
subject, and prevent a tedious discussion, | am 
perfectly willing to accede to a proposition to leave 
the question of removal or repair to the Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The remarks of my honor- 
able friend from Michigan are very forcible. ‘The 
communications which I receive from my con- 
stituents, tell me that if this dam is removed, 
it will injure the channel in other parts of the river 
above, as well as below the island, and that, so 


| far from being a benefit to the Ohio river, except 


in one particular point—the point to which one of 
the gentlemen who have spoken, alluded—it is 


destined to have a permanently injurious effect 


upon the navigation of the river both above and 
below. I am not prepared to make this statement 
of my own knowledge, but my constituents have 
given me this information. 

I will ask the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
this question: What special reason is there for a 
special appropriation for this particular purpose ? 
Why is not a general appropriation for the im- 
provement of the river better? Why not wait for 
the general appropriation, and have it so applied 
as to accomplish all that the gentleman wants? I 
am not prepared to oppose this appropriation, but I 


/am not prepared to vote for it now, because the 


I have not a particle of 
objection to that course; but we have the report of 
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information I have is of such a character as to 
satisfy me that the removal of this dam is destined 
to be injurious to the navigation of the Ohio river 
and that the only object of itis to divert the chan. 
nel from one side of the river to the other, or to 
attempt such diversion. Such ar attempt was 
once made. This dam was erected for that pur- 
pose. It has failed to accomplish the purpose in 
view, but it has formed a new channel, as it were. 
and the whole object, I am told, is now to remove 
the dam, in order to change the channel to where 
it originally was. I must say that such legislation 
is very singular. 

Bu: I rose to ask that this measure should be 
postponed until we legislate generally on the ques- 
tion of westernrivers. I see no special reason for 
[tought to be included 
in the general bill, and not in this special and par- 
ticular bill for this single purpose. Besides, ifwe 
legislate in this way, we anticipate the legislation 
of the other House on the bill which has beep 
prepared there for the improvement of the Ohio 
river. I ama little afraid, that gentlemen who 
vote for this may, perchance, not aid us in carry- 
ing the other bill through this body, when it comes 
here. I intend to move to lay this bill on the table 
for the present, until we mgquire more particu. 
larly into the subject; but, if the gentleman wishes 
to reply, I will not make the motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, the 
Senator from Illinois wants to know, why this 
dam shall not be allowed to remain as it is, until 
its repair can be included in the general operation 
of the bill, which he anticipates, to provide for the 
improvement of the navigation of the whole river 
Now I will tell him the reason why a special and 
particular bill has been introduced upon this sub- 
ject. 

It is very well known, Mr. President, that some 
of us believe that there is not power in the Gen- 
eral Government to make appropriations for the 
improvement of streams generally—even such a 
stream as the Ohio river. All persons of that de- 
scription, and who entertain opinions of that kind, 
will not vote fora general bill. But individuals 
entertaining opinions of that sort, according to the 
manifestations of sentiments heretofore given in 
this Chamber, have said that, as the Government 
put the dam in the river, the Government was 
chargeable for the obstruction, if it amounted to 
an obstruction; and the Government, therefore, 
should remedy its own act. They say, that if 
by the action of the Government, wrongful in 
its nature, (if it is so regarded,) an injury has 
been inflicted upon the navigation interests of the 
States interested in that river, the Government 
ought to repair that injury. It was to meet opin- 
ions of that class that this bill, separate and 
apart from the general appropriation bill, was in- 
troduced. It seems to me that this was a sufi- 
cient reason for a movement separate and apart 
from the general subject of appropriating money 
to improve rivers, and justifies the introduction of 
this bill just as it stands. It was in that view that 
a bill was passed some two or three years ago, 
when introduced by the Senator from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Bexx.] It was at that time that the senti- 
ments, to which I have called the attention of the 
Senate, were promuigated. It was then said that 
this dam, or this improvement, constituted an ex- 
ception which should stand upon its own merits, 
in consequence of the prior action of the Govern- 
ment. That, I hope, sufficiently answers the ob- 
jection made by the Senator from Illinois. 

Now, if we delay this bill until the general ap- 


| propriation bill goes through, when is it expected 


| that that will happen? Nobody can tell. 


Why, 
if it should take as long to pass the general ap- 


| propriation bill as it has taken to pass the defi- 


| session before it gets through. 


ciency bill, we perhaps will see the end of the 
i If you postpone 
this appropriation until that time, I ask Senators 


| what portion of the season will be left in which 


' can be done? 


any work which will be beneficial to the river 
I am informed, and all of us may 


| be informed if we look into our papers, that the 


river is now getting down. It will soon attain 
low-water mark. It will soon be in that position 
where this money can be most judiciously ex- 
pended, if Congress intends to make the appro- 


| priation. The reason why I have urged it from 


| 
| 
| 
i} 


time to time has been to set the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government at work making pro- 
visions to avail themselves of the low water which 
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1852. 
must soon take place. The river usually reduces 
itself by the last of this month, so that this money 
can then be most judiciously expended, if it is to 
be expended at all. This reason is conclusive 
upon the subject of immediate action, if you In- 
tend to do anything. If you do not pass this bill 
now, if you let it remain and wait for the general 
appropriation bill, the whole season will have gone 
by before the bill is passed. And then, when 
the appropriation is made, you will have cold 
weather and high water to encounter, and you 
ean do nothing until next summer. These are | 
conclusive reasons why, if you intend to do any- 
thing, now is the time. You ought not to post- 
pone it, but act upon it, for these reasons, sep- 
arate and apart from the general appropriation | 
bill. 

Mr. HALE obtained the floor. 

Mr. BUTLER suggested that an Executive ses- 
sion would be desirable to him. 

Mr. HALE said he had no desire to trespass 
now on the time of the Senate, and would there- 
fore give way for an Executive session. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill. 

Mr. RUSK suggested that it would be better to 
recommit the bill to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD hoped the bill would not 
be postponed indefinitely. If it were postponed 
until to-morrow, or laid on the table temporarily, 
it could be taken up at any time; whereas an in- 
definite postponement would kill the bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS said his only object was to as- 
certain what provision might be made by the 
House for this purpose. He therefore withdrew 
the motion to postpone indefinitely, and moved to 


gE at 


lay the bill on the table, so that it could be taken 


up at any time. 
The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of Executive business. I 
have received a communication from the State 


Department, which, perhaps, makes it absolutely | 


necessary that [ should submit that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


After some time spent in the consideration of 
Executive business, the doors were reopened— 
And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 7, 1852. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morgan. 


INDIGENT INSANE. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of House bill No. 76, making 
a grant of land to the several States of the Union 
for the benefit of indigent insane persons. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There are various bills 
upon the Speaker’s table reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, in 
relation to the Territories. I propose to take 


them up and pass them, if there be no objection. | 


If there be any objection, I intend to move a sus- 
pension of the rules upon each one of them. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will recollect || 
that we are now acting, for one hour at least, un- | 


der a special order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is it not in order to 
move a suspension of the rules at any time on 
Monday? 

The SPEAKER. _It.is not, in the opinion of 
the Chair, so long as the House is acting upon a 
special order, growing out of a suspension of the 
rules. We must dispose of one suspension, before 
we can make another. 

‘Mr. RICHARDSON. The Chair or myself 
does not understand the question before the House. 
Is this a proposition which was introduced under 
a suspension of the rules, in its present stage? 

The SPEAKER. It was admitted under a sus- 
pension of the rules, and was made a special order 
under that suspension. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What is the proposition 
under which it was introduced? 

The SPEAKER. It is that one hour shall be 
devoted to the reception of reports from commit- 
tees—one each morning until all the committees 
shall have been called through; and this was 


Prayer 
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adopted ona resolution introduced and passed un- 
der a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. What becomes of 
the resolution of my colleague, [Mr. Harris,} pro- 
»osing to fix the day for our final adjournment? 
ee that come in at the end of the hour? 

The SPEAKER, That will be the first busi- 
ness in order at the end of the morning hour, and 
it will be the unfinished business. 

Mr. JONES. When that is disposed of, will it 
be competent for the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
RICHARDSON] to call up his territorial business ? 

The SPEAKER. te will. 

Mr. JONES. 1 wish to inquire if the bill which 
has been postponed until to-day, comes necessa- 
rily in the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. It belongs to the business of 
the morning hour. It was a report from the 
Committee on Public Lands, admitted under the 
special order assigning one hour for the recep- 
tion of reports. Its consideration was, by unani- 
mous consent, postponed until this morning 


—s & 


ind 
a motion to recommit is now pending. 

Mr. JONES. But suppose we had got through 
with the call of committees, it would not come in 
then. It was postponed to this day, and the 
postponement took it out of the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
consideration of the bill should be confined to the 
morning hour. It would be a new proposition if 
the morning hour had been disposed of. 

Mr. JONES. I think the postponement would 
certainly take it out of the morning hour, if we 
had passed on to other business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chgir replies again to 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] that 
even if the special order in relation to the morn- 
ing hour was exhausted, this bill being a report 
from a committee, and postponed until to-day, 
would be confined to the regular morning hour; 
and, under any view, the Chair states, as his 
opinion, that it belongs to the morning hour for 
this day. 

Mr. ORR. Will it be in order to move to re- 
commit this bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The motion pending is to 
recommit it to the Committee on Public Lands. 
The motion, therefore, will be in order. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the bill be recommitted 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. STANLY. I desire, at this stage of the 
proceedings, that some definite action upon the 

yart of the House shall be taken in regard to this 
vill. It was so often discussed at the last Con- 
cress, and its character is so well known, that [ 
do not purpose to consume the time of the House 
now in its discussion. The bill explains itself. 
It has been already sanctioned bya large majority 
of the American people, and I only desire now 
that the yeas and nays shall be taken as a test 
question. If it should go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, there will it 
rest for the remainder of the session. I will be 
satisfied with any action the House may take 
upon it; and I demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk, upon looking to 
the pending motion, corrects his first belief, that it 
was to recommit this bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands. The pending motion, when this 
question was last under consideration, was to re- 
commit it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. That is the first proposition 
to be voted upon by the House. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In reply to what has been 
said by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Sranzy,] and which has been very often said by 
others during this session, that the committal of a 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, is the death of the bill, I wish to pre- 
sent a remark, and that is, if gentlemen pursue the 
course that is now being urged by my friend from 
North Carolina, the course which has been pur- 
sued by the Committee on Public Lands—to put 
all of their bills, as a matter of course, upon their 
passage, and thereby consume all of the time of 
the House—as a matter of course, then, all bills 
that are in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, will either have to remain 
| there, or they will run a great hazard of not 
|| being reached. Why js it that the committal of 
‘1a bill to that committee endangers its passage? | 
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It is because we have so many speeches made upon 
the presidential election, and upon questions 
wholly irrelevant to the matter before us. It is 
because we do not come up to the work the coun- 


try expects us to do, and do it in the manner in 
which it should be done. If we shall perform the 
labor we should perform—(and I do not say that 
the gentleman from North Carolina has failed to 
do it to a greater extent than others—my remarks 
—if we attend 
to the public business as we ought to do, we shall 
reach all the bills on 


are applicable to all of usas a body, 


the various calendars, and 
accomplish all the necessary business before us, 
and we can easily do it in less than six weeks. It 
will no more endanger the passage of a bill, or 
interfere with its progress in the 
through which it has to pass to become law, than 
if we should pass it on the report of the committee 
that brings it into the House. It is proper that 
we should understand this, and that the country 
should understand it. These measures should all 
take their proper course, and | 
amended in 


various stages 


examined and 
committee, otherwise we had 
abolish the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union. 


best 


I do not wish to single out this or 
any other measure, and give it 
rules say shall be given to the 
other bills or propositions. 

Mr. POLK  [Leall the gentleman from Alabama 
to order for trrelevancy. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman will put into 
writing his question of order. [Laughter.] The 
question before the House, the Chair repeats, is 
to commit this bill tothe Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


bill 


time which the 


consideration of 


I intend to vote to refer this 
according to the rule I think 
we ought to do it, and then I intend voting, as I 
have endeavored to do during the whole of the 
session, to take up the Calendar until we transact 
the business of the country, and 


s of this House. 


vote to bring 
these endless, irrelevant, and unprofitable debates 
to a conclusion at the earliest day; to confine the 
debates within proper, le ritimate bounds; and if 
the House will sustain me, we will act upon all 
these bills, and then vet away from here in less 
than six weeks. I hope the House will aid mein 
pressing forward the public business and go home. 
I do believe, therefore, that we hazard the 
passage of this bill if we refer it to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. It does 
not hazard the passage of any bill to put it on that 
Calendar; and if it does, it 1s because we do not 
do our duty to the country. 

Mr. BISSELL. 


before the House. 


not 


Two weeks aco this bill was 
It had been before the House 
at two different times within the last two years in 
substantially the same form. It was the desire of 
the friends of the bill, at that time, to put it at 
once upon its passage, as it was considered, in the 
estimation of nearly all the friends of the bill, that 
to refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union was equivalent to its defeat. 
Sut as there were gentlemen who had not time to 
examine the bill since it had been reported by the 
Committee on Public Lands, it was suggested by 
them that it should be postponed for two weeks, 
in order that they might give it such examination. 
The two weeks have passed by, and the bill is 
again before us; and [ trust now that it will be the 
pleasure of all those gentlemen who do not desire 
to defeat this most excellent measure, to vote to 
~ it upon its passage; and in order that that may 
ve done, I appeal to the gentleman from Missouri, 

[Mr. Haut,] the chairman of the Committee on 

Public Lands, to withdraw the motion he made to 

refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the 

state of the Union, in order that it may at once be 
| put upon its passage. 
Mr. HALL. I withdraw the motion! madeto 
| recommit this bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Missouri did not make the motion to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union. 
| Mr. BISSELL. Yes, he did. 
| Mr. JONES. 1 understood the gentleman from 
| North Carolina [Mr. Stanzy] to have made that 

motion. 
Mr. STANLY. No, sir; the gentleman from 

Missouri [Mr. Har] made it. 

Mr. BISSELL. Before I sit down, Mr. 
| Speaker, I think shall discharge my duty to the 
| country, and do what is right towards this bill, 






































































































1528 ‘HE CONGRESSIONAL ¢ 


ts friends and enemies, too, by mov- 
question, which I des rn to d ) 


before [sit down. But, previous to that, | h 
“7 eee 
e bill read again from the Clerk’s desk, 
i ask all those gentlemen who have not given 
1@ attention they desired, to listen to the rzad- 
; ' ly 
id when it has been read, I wil! aK 
; two m té more, and then call for the 
8 OUeStI 
The bill was then read, as follows: 
A | making a grant of public lands to the several Siate 
of the Union for the benefit of indigent insane per 
Be it enacted ly the Senate and }louse { Represent 
of the United States of Americain Congress « er 4 
list there be granted to the several States for the purposes 
einafter mentioned, ten millions of acres of land, to be 
anportioned under the direction of the President of the Uni 
ind States, in the compound ‘ratio of the geographical area 


tid States in the one ot Represent 
census of 


representation of 
ves according to the eighteen hundred and 


fifty: Provwi 


ed atmore than 


“hat the area of no State shall be compu 


ftv thou 





and square milce 


c. 2. .ndbe it further enacted, That the land afore 
wald, after | wy 1, shall be apportioned to th 

eral States jin sections or subdivi ns 0 euolr nd 

hemever there are public lands (of suitable quality) in a 

e, the quantity to which said State shall be entitl ull 

cted from such lands, and the quanti apportioned 

y State in which there are no such lands, shail b eu 

the territory belonging to the United State vlnect 

Iadian title shall be extinguished, and it shall be tiv 


‘ 


ity of the States to otfer the said iands tor sale tmmed 


ind to complete the same at the earliest practicable 
Provided, That the said lands shall not be sold at a 
rher rate per acre than the present minimum price ihe 
pubi iands, and that they be subject to the right nre 
emption, like the said public lands: Provided also, That 
t lands hereby granted shall be taken from such portion 
the public lands as shall be subject to entry at p ul 
tthe time of the passage ofthis act 
J. 4nd be it further enacté That whenev 
t nment of eaid lands shall be compléted, patents 


| be issued to the several States for the portions which 


shall be allotted to them respectively ; and thereup ilve 
anid States shall aseume the management and sale of the 
lands thus apportioned tothem 
Seo. 4. And he it further enacted, That all the expenses 
of management and superintendence of said lands previous 
to their sales, and all expenses incurred inthe management 
ind disbursement of the moneys which may be ree ved 
therefrom, shall be paid by the States to which they may 
long, out of the treasury of said States, so that the tire 
proceeds of the sale of said lands shall be apphed without 
minution whatever to the purpo hereinatter menu 
' ne ! 
SB », And he it further enacted, That all mone de 
ved from the sale of the lands aforesaid, by the States to 
t Jands are apportioned, shall be investedin stocks 
LU yiiteal tates, or of the Stat ind that th Wo y- 
nvested shall constitute a perpetual fund, the ur 
h shall main forever andiminished, awd the int t 
Which shall be inviolably appropriated to the cou 
able maimtenar ind support of the curable and 1 rable 
niigentinsane 
Sec. 6. and it further enacted, That the grant ofland 
reby authorize ds shall be made on the conditions follow 
ing, t0 Which, as well as to tue provisions hereinbefore con 
trained, the previous assent of the several States shall be 


lified by tegislative act 


First. Ifany portion of the fund invested as provided by 
the foregoing section, or any portion of the interest thereon, 
iall, by any action or contingency, be diminished or fost 

t shall be replaced by the State to which it belongs; so that 
eapital of the fund shall remain forever undiminished, 

and the annual interest shall be regularly applied without 


diminution to the purposes mentioned in the filth section 
Second. The interest of said fund shall be faithfully ap 
plied to the maintenance and support of the ¢ 
‘nt insane, who shall be placed in regular! 
institutions, Or in public incorporated insti 
the exclusive care of the insane, or 
for the sole care 
me, having full corps of officers char; 


ment of said institutions, 


hi 
rable and 
; 
surable indig 
anmized Stat 


tutions or hospit 


nhlio 
pivite 


' 
us ton 


city hospitals and treatment oF the 
ged with the manage 
and resident physicians attached 


hereto; and in no case shall uny 


t part of the said fund, or 
the interest the " be appled permanently or temporarily 
to the maintenance Or support of insane persons who may 


be kept or con fined in jails, or in buildings connected with 
or attached to them, orin any work. houses or poor-h 
mn any department of the same whatsoever, or in an 
vate hospital, or in any general hospital not exclusively 
voted to, and occupied for the remedial care of the insane. 
Third. No portion of the said fund, or the interest thereon, 
shall be applied directly or indirectly, under any pretense 
whatever, to the purchase, erection, preservation, or repair 
of any building for the reception or security of insane a r 
na, OF to the purchase of any site for such buildings, on 
any lands or grounds connected therewith; but the whole 
if said fund shall be kept inviolable, arid the interest thereon 


ouses, 


shall be faithfully expended for the purposes mentioned in 
the filth section of this act. 

Sec. 7. 4nd he it further ena ted, Thatif any State shall 
establish a public State institution for the maintenance and 
education of idiots, the deaf and dumb or blind, they may. 


at the discretion of each State, be permitted to participate 


n the benefits of this act, under the restrictions herein 
fore specified, and in the ratio of their numbers relatively 
ta the insane, | whose maintenance and support the in 


terest of the find belonging to such State shal! be applied, 
thing in this act to the contrary notwithstanding. 
The amendments proposed by the Committee 
Public Lands were then read, as follows 


the first section, etrike out all ater the word “ men 


| mit to the Com: 





tioned,’ and ines public 
‘jands at the rate of 50,009 acres to each Representative 
‘in the House of Representatives, according to the census 
of 1850.2? 
Strike out in the second s« 


ction, fourth line, the words, 





of suitable quality,’’ and insert after the word * State,” 
where it first occurs thereafter, the words, * worth 81-25 
yr acre.t » of said lands to be determined by the 
G ' ré ate.”? Also insert at the end of the sec 
ond se mn the following proviso: 
‘ Provide prterese That if said lands be not sold within 
twenty ear rom and att ine passage of this act, the 
i tining unsold atthe end of that time shall revert 
to the | te States 
Strike out the third section of the bill 
in section five, after the word ** States,’? where it occurs 
cond ume, insert the words, ** or some other sate 
tocks, yielding not less than five per centum upon the par 
value of said stocks 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if there can be more than one amendment pending 
to the bill ata time: 

The SPEAKER. 


ive those 1 


The amendments being read 


eported from the Committee on Public 


Mr. JONES I s ! suppose, if the previ 
us question Is demanded, that it will catoff all but 
ie first amendinent, unless there should be an 


amendment to that amendment 
The SPEAKER. The Chair 


amendments proposed by the committee as a re- 


revards all the 


. A ~t 1 
port rom) ( mittee, Wilitil 
upon by the Baas 


Mr. SLB LEY. 





I desire to offer an amendment 


; ‘ : . ° 7 
to this bill, and I hope the gentleman from Illinois 
i 
will not demand the previous question. l pro- 
s 4 ; ‘ 
nose to otter tne following: 

Se Ind be it further enacted, That in lieu of the 
land hereinbefore granféd to those States, in which there is 
no publie domain, there shall be issued to said States, under 
the direction of the Seeretary of the Interior, land scrip for 
in amount equal to the distributive share granted to such 

tates respectively, under the provisions of this act, to be 
disposed of for the uses and purposes preseribed in the fore- 

- soanmr mn : “es : 1. it 
vil BIS ELL. The rentieman has aiready 
ani } ’ 1 | | . } . 

f i several amendments, which have beei re- 





) ’ } committee, 

Mr. JONI of Tenness With the permis- 
sion of tl caieiad from Ilinois, [ think that he 
perhaps, is la oring under a mistake. W hen this 
ill was taken up this morning, there was a mo- 
tion pe ding to recommit it to the Committee on 
Pu Lands, made by the gentleman from Mis- 
sourl, [Mr. Hatt,] rentleman from Sout! 


Caroli te (Mr. Orr,] also a nember of that com- 
niitee, obt ined the fl or, a id moved commit 
this bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. The vrentleman from Mis- 
sour! withdrew his mot on, and the motion of the 
rentleman from South Carolina, to refer the bill 
o the Committee of the W! hole on the state of the 
Union, is now pending. 

The SPEAKER. ‘TheClerk first informed the 
Chair that the pending motion was to recommit 
to the Committee on Public Lands. The fact, 
however, was, that the motion was made at our 
last sitting by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
faLt,}] to committo the Committee ofthe Whole 


on the stateofthe [ nion, ail i that is the only pr p- 


oOsitionwao commit W hich could be m ade 

Vir. J INES, of Tennessee. The report trom 
the Chair was, that the pending motion was to 
recommit the bill to the Committee on Public 
Lan The leman from South Carolina, 


under that state of facts, moved its 
the Committee of the Whol 
Union; motion was then entertained, and 
the other notion to commit being withdrawn, it 
should be still entertained. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk 
impression that a motion to 
when this bill was last up, 
and the C} 
the gentler 


reference to 
on the state of the 
which 


being under the 
recommit was made 
30 informed the Chair, 
iair so stated to the House, upon which 
nan from South Carolina moved to com- 
nittee of the Whole on the state of 
pon examination, however, the 

fact turns out to be that the motion was origing ally 
made by the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. 
Harz,] tocommitthe bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; hence the other 
motion of the gen itleman from South Carolina, to 
Committee of the Whole on the 
nion, was, at the time, inadmissible. 
5, of a eeans I submit, then, to 
, Whether it is right, under the cir- 

ances, to cut the House off from a motion 


the Union U 


commit to the 
state of the I 
Mi NI 


, 
the gventiema 





cums 
to commit 


Mr. BISSELL. AsT do not desire to consume 


GLOBE. 


rt in lieu thereof the following, “ 


' order. 


J une 7, 


dered minutes of the time of the ois this morn- 
ing myself, and being desirous of getting a vote 
upon this bill, [ am not inclined to let others con- 
sume time in motions, relative to points of order 
om ially, when it has been decided by the Chair 
that there is nothing in those points. This bill, 
Mr. Speaker, has been before this House, under 
discussion here, and under discussion before the 
country, In various forms, for nearly three years, 
and [ cannot suppose that there is any member in 
this House who takes the slightest interest in it, 
who is not tolerably well informed upon its merits, 
The bill, as reported back from the Committee on 
Publie L: nds, is not precisely as it was originally 
introduced; but it is substantially the same, and 
I call upon those gentlemen now who do not de- 
sire to see it defeated to stand up to-day end put 
it upon its passage, and either let it be defeated at 
once, or let there be an end of it by passing it. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Willthe gentleman allow 
measingle moment? 1 wish to say to the mem- 
hers of this House, that unless we stand by this 
bill and pass it, the old States will not get a doliar 
from the pu blic lands, certainly at this session of 
Co gress. I do not myself like the amendments 
offered by the Committee on Public Lands, but 
this bill is the only one that looks to doing ¢ any- 
thing like justice to the old States; and, in addi- 
tion to that, [ wish to say that this is for a meri 
torious purpose. While we are going, and while 

is the policy of the Government to give lands for 
a purposes of education and benevolent pur- 
poses, yet we have never received anything; the 
old States have never received the first acre for 
any purpose, and by the passage of this bill we 
shall get a part of what is our just due. 

Mr. BISSELL. I put it upon higher grounds 

altogether. Justice to all the States, to the East 
al nd to the West, and justice to the people, who 
have long demanded the passage of this bill, and 
justice and humanity to the most unfortunate class 
of our fellow-citizens. While everybody else 
alent rst has been provided for—railroads to the ex 

‘nt of two and a quarter millions of acres; States 
to untold amounts; settlers, able and competent to 
vain a living by the labor of their own hands have 
one hundred and sixty acres each—this unfortu- 
iss, provided for in this bill, has been alone 
forgotten by us. I place it upon higher grounds 
even than justice to the old States. Mr. Speaker, 
the friends of this bill, as I understand it, are 
against the adoption of all amendments reported 
by the Committee on Public Lands, except the 
second, third, and fourth amendments. The first 
amendment of the Committee on Public Lands 
should be rejected, in the opinion of the chairman 
of that committee, and in our opinion. The 
second amendment should be adopted, the third 
amendment should be concurred in, and the fourth; 
the balance of the amendments should be rejected 
if we would make the bill efficient for the purposes 
contemplated. Now, Mr. Speaker, begging par- 
don of all those gentlemen who may desire to: make 
speeches on it, or who may desire to offer amend- 
ments, and asking them not to appeal to me for 
any such purpose, because when the door is once 
open there is no shutting it again, I move the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I move to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. During the pendency of the 
demand for the previous question that motion is 
not in order. 

Mr. ORR. Do I understand the Speaker to 
have decided that the motion which I made this 


nate Ci 


morning to commit the bill was out of order? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decided it was 
out of order, there being a motion then pending 
to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, made by the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Haux,} which motion was 
subsequently withdrawn by him. 

Mr. ORR. ThenI make a motion, which is in 
If we are cut off from a reference of the 
bill, I move to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. CLEVELAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

T he question was then put, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 56, nays 115; as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, David J. Bailey, Bo 
cock, Buell, Busby, Caskie, Colcock, Curtis, Disney, Dun 
ham, Durkee, Edgerton, Edmundson, Faulkne r, Freeman, 


Giddings, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, Hen 
dricks, Hillver, Holladay, Howard, Thomas Y. How, 


ae 


ora 


sie 


eee ee 


‘ 


186 


Jacks¢ 


Jones, 
Kurtz, 
Meade 
Riddle 
rhadd 
Walla 

NA‘ 
Lena 
. bigt 
ame a 
Cabel 
man, 
T. D: 
Dune 
Gant 
Gorm 
ven, | 
M. 
King 
strall, 
Moor 
Sain 
Rant 
horn 
Bina 


Pp. Si 
Was 
exall 


ne 
D 



























. 
- N lackson, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, Daniel T. 
. m Jones, George W’. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, 
‘ Kurtz, Letcher, Martin, McCorkle, McLanahan, McNair, 
: Meade, Morrison, Murphy, Nabers, Newton, Orr, Powell, 
: 3 Riddle, Robbins, Ross, Scurry, Alexander H. Stephens, 
rhaddeus Stevens, George W. Thompson, Townshend, 
4 Wallace, Wilcox, and W ildrick—56. 
” ; NAYS—Me srs. Abercrombie, Chas. Allen, Willis Allen, 
: a om , J. Appleton, W. Appleton, 7 re, Bell, Bennett, 
By Ribi haus, Bissell, Bowne, Jno. H. Bovd, Bragg, Brenton, 
Rriees. Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, F.. Carrington 
( bell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, lap- 
: nan, Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, Cobb, Conger, George 
> T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dean, Dimmick, Dockery, Doty, 
t Dunean, Ficklin, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, 
e Gamble, Gaviord, Gentry. Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, 
Gorman, Hall, Harper, Sampson W. Harris, Hascall, Ha 
: en. Henn, Horsford, Houston, John W. Howe, Thomas 
y M. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, John Johnson, George G 
King, Kuhns Landry, Lockhart, Mace, Humphrey Mat 
Ss shall, Meacham, Miller, Molony, Henry D. Moore, John 
BS Moore, Morehe Murray, Olds, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, 
? Samuel W Parker, Peasiee, Penn, Penniman, Polk, Price, 


: ; 
Rantoul, Richardson, Robie, Robinson, Sackett, Scherimer 








; ha , ? os 
Bb worn, Scudder, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymou 
2 smart, Smith, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick 
p Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P - ven- » Stu 
<weetser, l'aylor, Thurston, Walbridge, Walsh, W: l, 
Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Addison White, A! 
exander White, Williams, and Yates—1i15 
So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
able. 
e~apora or... ‘ 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. Has the morning 
Y pired ? 
SPEAKER. It has not 
el] ay . . al “~ 7 
e question then recurred on seconding the de 
for the previous question 
BISSELL demanded tellers; which were 
. : ; 
1d Messrs. Bissett, and SrerHens of 
ie Georgia, were appointed 


[he question was then put, and tellers reported 
i 

ives 60, noes jo. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 


Mr. SIBLEY i desire to offer an amendment 


Mr. DEAN. I would inquire of the Cha 
e morning hour has expired 
The SPEAKER It has. 

Mr. DEAN. Then I eall for the re vular order 
f business. 

ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the resolution offered by the centleman fr ym 
Tennessee, [Mr. Harris,] which was pending 
vhen the House adj yurned last Monday. 

Mr. SIBLEY ‘ With the nermission of the 
ventieman from New York, | will make a motion 
to refer this bill, just under consideration, to the 

Cor imittee of the Whole ont ie state of the Uni yn. 
The SPEAKE YR. Unl ess obj jected to, the motion 
vill be entertained. 
: Mr. BISSELL I object. 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
adoption of the following resolution: ' 


Resolved, (with the concurrence of the Senate.) That the 
President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Rep 
resentatives, close the present session ol Congress by an ad 
journment of their respective houses on Monday, the 2d day 


j 


August next, at the hour of twelve, m 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I am as desirous as 
inybody can be that Congress should adjourn gut 

the earliest prac ticable moment, but I doubtif you 

can transact the publiv usiness in the time pre- 
F: scribed by the resolution. If, how ever, the chair- 
man of the Committeeon Waysand Meansthinks 
hecan pass all his bills in that time, I have no 
proposition to make. I think I can get through 
with all the business in which I have any interest 
I move to amend the resolution by striking out 


‘ the ‘* second day,’’ and insertine the *‘ third Mon- 
} ” - . 


cay 
say. 


Fi Mr. HARRIS, 
2 the month is that? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I believe it is the 16th. 
Mr. HARRIS demanded the previous ques- 
“4 lon. bs 
L Mr. RICHARDSON demanded tellers on the 
second; which were ordered, and Messrs. Harris 
of Tennessee and CiinGMaAn were appointed . 
The House was then divided, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 84, noes 42 
So the previous question received a second; and 
ie Main question was ordered to be put 
| A message was here received from the Senate 
of t the United States, by the hands of pees 
ickins, Esq., its Secretary, informing the Ho. 
af p.. passage of several bills. ] 
SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
° umend dment to strike out the 2d and insert. the 16th 


of August 





of Tennessee. What day of 








1852. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 
quire if there was not another amendment offered, 
fixing the time for the 19th of July. 

Mr. HOUSTON. it was suggested that the 
amendment [ had | roposet d—the 19th July 
would hazard the passage of the resolution. My 
great anxiety to fix the time for adjournr nent in- 
duced me, by the appeals of my friends, to with- 
draw it. 

Mr. AVES Ik TT demanded the ye asand nays < 
upon the adoption of the amendment; but they 
were not orcderec 

Mr. ALLISON demanded tellers; which wer: 





ordered; and Messrs. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, € 


ppointed. 
I 


Ti ® ’ > ’ L- oh 1) 
he question was then taken, and the tellers re- 


ported—ayes 82, not 


i 


and S1 ANTON, of ‘L'e nnessee, were a 


3 » 62. 

So the amendmeht was adopted. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution as amended, and being taken it was 
decided in the affirmative. 


’ ' ' 
So the resolution was adopted 
t 








Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. ! ( re- 
consider the vote just taken, by v sh the solu 
tion was adopt ed, and to lay the motion to recon 

ider on the table. 


The question was put, and the latter motion was 





arreed 

as ‘4 yD ‘ } ’ 

Mir. COBB. I propose to introduce a resolu 

i i 

ion, and | hope no one wil! object to it if 

P ' i ‘ » _ : 
ection be made, I shall move suspend the rules 
» } 1} cf } Sh 
jut | am sure every member will yield it his san: 

I be > 6] 

toi i sk the unanimous consent of the [louse 
’ ntr ; . } ff}! } - leatt 
oO introduce tne following resolution: 

\Wherea is House has des rated f{ itself a ) 
iosing the present ssion of Congress, and whereas mur 
usiness Of importance to the nanon and to the people r 





quires definite action; theretore be it 
Resolved, That when this House adjourns to-day it a 


urn to meetat eleven o’clock, a: m., until otherw 





lered 
ae TAPE certo. eT 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee l obje 
\ ‘OPP 
Ar. COBB. 1 move to suspend the 1 
the purp of introducing the resoluti 


) il 
TANTON, of Ohio, demanded the yeas 


} 
lays upon the motion to suspe 1 the rules 








VW > not or l rea 
( on Wa nen taken, a | { H 
ec ed > sus dt rules 
Mr. JONES, of Ni w York ise nat 
imous ¢ f oO > House to int \ the fol- 
lowh or alcpia at a primary meeting 
in New e purpose of having itreferred 
o wie ap mm commit 
R hat the Ke n Congress fr the 





of New York—Hon 


-reby, re quested to urge 


t of the 





) ( 
Danter T. Jones—be, and he is} 


upon migress the passage of a law granting James I 
Meagher the rights of citizen hip under this Government 
without the formality of t present laws naturalizat 

’ TARTS p 

Mr. JONES, of Te esse I obje 

— AT mc ; i ; 

vil JO Vitis, OF INe@V Corn N r. 5 Lner, Lii€ 
resolution which I have had t honor to presei 
was passed ata large public meeting of the citi- 

: < 

zens of sy! se, in the Sta iN Lork, 
salled for th : j : . aie 
called for the pu ) Tt Inviling tie iLFlot Wilea- 
eher, to visitthatcity. hey ask that Congress 
would confer upon him the rights of citizenship 


without the delay of five years, made necessary 


by the naturalization laws of thecountry. ‘Tl 

ask it aS an expression of the high estimation with 
ee ey OT Ss ; } esl 

Which nis cone is held bY LNe per e ot nieé 


United States, during the late laudable but unfor- 
tunate effort of himself and his associates, to ob- 


tain greater freedom for his oppressed country, 





' 


] } ," y : . ' - 
and thereby lesson the amount of misery under 
which that people are now groaning. 

He is one of those creations of the times whom 


he universal st 





or a larger liberty now 
going on among the oppressed subjects of Euro- 
pean despotism raises up, to lead in the great bat- 
tle for freedom. With educati mn, ability, an ar- 
dent temp verament, and honesty of purpose, it 1s 
impossible for any such among them to be a pas- 
sive spectator of the struggle. Many will fall, and 
many more will be drivef from their country to 
seek refuge among us. Let them be received with 
open arms and a hearty welcome. The late 
Thomas Addis Emmet, for a like cause, was 
forced to flee to this country; where, by a special 
dispensation, he was admitted to the privileges of 
the courts of the State of New York, and of which , 
he became one of its greatest ornaments. 

It will cost us nothing, but confers on him that 
which is above all price. It will restore him to 
the world a freeman, and make him the peer of 


+ 
L 


I would in- || k 
States. 
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is and emperors—a citizen of the United 
I move to suspend the rules to enable me 


to introduce it, and have it referred to the Com 


: 
mittee on the Judiciary; 


and upon that motion I 


demand the yeas and nays 


‘The yeas and nays were not ordered 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. We have no 


constitutional power to pass any such law. Con- 
ress can only pass uniform laws upon the subject 
if naturalizatior lt is useless to suspend the 
rule : ; 

Vir. JONES I merely wish to suspend the 
ules for the purpose of having it referred to the 


ommittee on the Judiciary 

Mr. STEPHENS. But it is useless to sus 
end the rules to entertain what we cannot rran 
Mr. McLAN — et With all respect to my 
end f New Yor 
Vv a decided by the 
I think I am authorized to say that, 
n the opinion of that committee, the passage of 


rt will say that this ques- 
Judiciary 


such a law would be unconstitutional. 

Mr. JONES. But still [ see no objection to 
eception and reference That is all l ask 

The question was then take ind the House 
fused to suspend the rule 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the unanimous 
‘onsent “the House to take up the territorial 
nils now | r upon the Speaker’s table 

[Cr of ** Object !"7] 

M HARDSON I ve to su id the 

es for that purpose 

The question was taken, and upo 1 divisor! 
TU y ( tl affir lative 


Mr. RICHARDSON demanded teller which 





, ordered 1 Mess RICHARDSON and 
HANDLE were i ! 
| \A then take } ellers 
ed 1) 2, es not ed 
~ th Were ( l¢ 
TERRITORIAL BILLS 
I 1uestion was then put on Mr. Ricwari 
, notion to proceed to the co sideration 
] t l | ts ( { ‘e ke Ss tal ¢ and i 
vas 1 te 
I SPI LEK ER The que t re the 
H t re ent of House bill N 
IS7, fi s ion of n Vv yvads in Ore 
on T which w from the Com 
i e Whole o f ite of the Ux 
Vi ’ mend 4 
r | \ t ! it | ! tk { rK 
Mr. BISSELL. I | had the floor upor 
na . s ‘ : ! | i | Lr 
the House now only for the purpose of moving a 
single amendment. I ve to strike out the 
words, ** for the mstruction of a road from Cat 
t, or Oak Point, on the Columbia river, to 
‘Stila , on Puget’s Sound, $10,000.’ 
The question Was then taken on the amend 
eT ind ji Was eed 
| SPEAKER bhe estion now recurs oF 
ley the bill to engrossed for a third read 
I 
Mr. BROOKS. This the same bill we had 
f ae t LLeé The of 
° ere no re it ( 
tol We nent e Government, for e 
Making these | ds——that the bill was { 
duced ely upon tin I ommendati mn of the 


Delerate from Oregon, and upon no other: that it 


was the beginning ofa system of internal improve 
ments in Vregon, without any proper advisement, 
Ut n the part f the; ( rautl ities of l€ Gov 
ernment, W! hout any previous irveys, without 
unv kn« ere oO e territory through which the 
roads are to uss, and witl tdany idea of what 
the roads will « i d for t 1e motion of the 


renlieman from Illinois, | Mi ' BISsELL,| to strike 


out the appropriation of 410,000, without hearing 
from him any particuldr reason why that iten 
should be ricken out, any more t! 1 the others. 
I said the other day, what I repeat here , hat this 


is but the beginning of a general system of appro- 


priations in the Territory of Oregon. For the life 





of me, l am no > to see tne difference between 


such like appropria 
proj 


IO! there, and : pproprialions 
. , + ’ ’ 

in the other parts of the United States, unleas iney 
be for military roads; and in order to ascertain 
whether they are necessary for military roads or 
not, it is necessary to have some advisement from 

1 . ; . ‘ 
the proper authorities of the Government—#ome 


previous survey—some knowledge of the réasons 


ry 
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why military roads should be constructed in that 
quarter, say now, that if, with these facts be- 
fore the House, the majority of the House choose 
to take the responsibility of this vote, appropri- 
ating public money for this like system of internal 
improvement, it is not for me, in the minority, to 
throw any extraordinary obstructions in the way; 
but it is for the majority, who have the charge of 
the business of this House, to take the responsi- 
bility upon them, with the understanding that the 
advisement, the recommendation, come from no 
proper Department of this Government, but is as- 
sumed by the House itself, without that advise- 
ment or recommendation. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. There is a portion of 
those roads over which our tfoops pass, and also 
emigrants going to Oregon. The particular road 
l do not now recollect, but it is one of those in- 
cluded in the bill; and the gentleman from New 
York {[Mr. Brooks] is mistaken in that respect. 
Wherever the Government has undertaken to 
make improvements inside of a State, it has been 
upon estimates and surveys. There has not been 
in instance in the legislation of the country, for 
several years, where estimates have been required 
to be made fer such improvements In a Territory. 
The reason is a very obvious one. It will cost 
more to make your estimates and surveys in the 
‘Territories, than to make the improvements which 
are required for the passage of your munitions of 
war, your troops, and provisions for them. It 
was not required in regard to lowa, it was not 
required in regard to Minnesota, and it was not 
required in regard to Wisconsin, that there should 
be any previous surveys, when similar appro- 
priations were made for those Territories. The 
gentleman quotes an authority applicable only to 
the States, and Congress, in the discussion of 
these subjects, have always made a distinction 
between the States and Territories. I do not know 
that there is an absol te necessity to make but 
one appropriation, To make that, I admit there is 
a necessity; and if you mean that this improve- 
ment shall be of any advantage to your troops 
there, and to emigrants going to Oregon, it ought 
to be made now. It will take two or three years 
to make a survey, and that will cost more than it 
would cost to make the improvements, as they 
have to be made upon one or two places only 
along the route, 

Mr. STUART. Ido not propose to detain the 
Elouse but a moment in the discussion of this 
question; but | undertake to say that there cannot 
be found in the history of this Government, any 
authority, that is entitled to any high degree of re- 
apect, against the power to pass such laws as this 
for the Territories. 
from New York [Mr. Brooks] cannot see any 
difference between the exercise of this power in 


the Territories, and in the States, then he cannot | 


tell the difference between light and darkness, It 


is as clearly defined as any other proposition in the | 


world. 

{ should like to elaborate this question, but I 
will net consent to consume the time of the House 
in discussing that question now, but upon some 
future occasion L intend to do so. 


Something was said the other day in regard to 


there being a previous survey, and that’ doctrine 
is resumed to-day. For what reason should there 
be a previous survey? Why, simply for ascer- 
taining the cost. That is everything for which 


the survey can be valuable, for I take it for granted | 


that nebody will, as to the propriety of the road, 
doubt that the information of the Delegate from 
Oregon is as reliable as that of any other man, or 
any other set of men, as to where the road ought 
to be made. All, then, that would be obtained by 


making a previous survey, would be to ascertain | 
the expense of making the road. What would be | 


the consequence of ordering a survey ? Why, sir, 
you would lose a.year, at lesst. You would con- 
sume a year of time by getting a previoussurvey; 


. | 
and what is worse than all that, you run the haz- | 


ard of sacrificing a number of human lives. Now, 


sir, | know not what other gentlemen may think, | 


but it seems to me that, for the mere purpose of 


the lives of men, women, and children, emigrating 
to the ‘Territory of Oregon. 


But, sir, reserving to myself the propriety of | 


discussing this question in the main, upon some 
future day, which I intend to do upon a proper 


| seLL,} when he made the motion to strike out the 


And, sir, if the gentleman | 








_ FRE CONGRESSIONAL GLOSS. 


occasion, for the purpose of bringing the House 
to a vote upon this bill, and disposing of this 
question, and other territorial bills, I move the 
previous question upon the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BELL. I wish to ask the gentleman a 
question. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order while 
the previous question is pending. 

Mr. MEADE. I hope the gentleman from 
Oregon [Mr. Lane] will be permitted to give us 
some explanation of this bill. I do not wish to 
vote for it unless I am satisfied that such a bill is 
absolutely necessary. I ask the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Sruart] to withdraw his demand 


| for the previous question. 


Mr. STUART. I will withdraw the demand 


| for the previous question, holding the floor my- 


self, to give the gentleman from Oregon [Mr. 
Lane] an opportunity to furnish the information 
which he gave the House the other day when, I 
presume, the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Meave] was not present. 

Mr. MEADE. Before the gentleman from 
Oregon begins, | ask him to furnish to the House 


| some information as to the length of the road, its 
| probable cost—I do not suppose the gentleman 


can be very accurate in that respect—the time it 
will take to finish it, the necessity of having it as 


| a military road, and in what way that necessity 
| exists, and how it is to be used as such. 


Mr. LANE. It will afford me pleasure to ex- 


| ° 
| plain the reasons why I have asked an appropri- 
| ation for roads in Oregon Territory, and to give 
| the information desired by the gentleman from 
| Virginia [Mr, Meape] as nearly as | can do it. 


1 should have been glad to have removed the 
objection of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Bis- 


appropriation of $10,000 for the construction of 


| the road from Catalamett to Stilacomb, but the 
| motion has been made, and that appropriation has 


been stricken out. 

1 ask for twenty thousand dollars for making a 
road from Stilacomb, on Puget’s Sound, to Fort 
W alla-Walla, on the Columbia river. The main 
emigrant road from St. Joseph to Oregon touches 


| the Columbia river near Fort Walla-Walla. A 
| direct road from that point to Fort Stilacomb, on 


Puget Sound, can be conveniently made, and the 


| distance will be about two hundred and fifty miles. 


Troops of the United States are now garrisoned 


|at Fort Stilacomb, and all the country north of 


W alla-Walla, and east of Cascade mountains, is 
occupied only by Indians, who have given us a 
great deal of trouble, and seriously annoyed the 
emigrants traveling through their country. 

There is now no route by which our troops 


| may move from Fort Stlacomb to Walla-Walla, 


except by way of Portland or Oregon City, a dis- 
tance of about four hundred miles greaterthan the 
direct route proposed in the establishment of this 


road. Now, in the event of our troops being re- || 


quired at Fort Walla-Walla whilst stationed at 


| Stilacomb, without this direct line of communica- 
| tion we propose to establish, our troops would be 


compelled to perform a tedious march of near 
seven hundred miles. The road is, therefore, 


purposes, and for this reason I feel myself com- 
yelled to insist upon the appropriation asked for 
»y the bill before the House. 

“In addition, Mr. Speaker, to the great advan- 
tage it would afford the country in time of Indian 


| troubles, or Indian hostilities, it would afford a 
| safe and speedy transit to emigrants bound from 


the States to Puget’s Sound; and would be, as I 


| before remarked, a saving of four hundred miles, 


contrasted with the present route. Emigrants are 
now compelled to go from Walla-Walla by Oregon 
City. Noemigrantcan make the trips there in one 
season; two seasons Will be required; so that it is 


|| placed beyond the power of emigrants to raise a 
| crop within two years’ time. For the accommoda- 


tion, then, of the emigrants, aside from the con- 


| sideration of its necessity for military purposes, | 


the road ought to be built. Twenty thousand 


|| dollars will open the read so as to make it pass- 
ascertaining what it will cost to make this road, 
it is not best to proceed so slowly as to sacrifice | 


able for wagons. I also ask, through the bill, the 
appropriation of $20,000 for the construction of | 
a road from Myrtle creek to Rogue River valley. | 
This road is as absolutely necessary as the first, | 
to which I have made allusion; it is necessary for | 
military purposes, and necessary for the safety | 


and sécurity of the people of Oregon Territory. 1 || 


| be met upon ery occasion with non 
1 


_made for constructing a road in Minnesota, of 








desire to say to the gentleman from 
{Mr. Brooks,] that | am surprised at 
tion to everything I have asked for the benefit of 
the Territory I have the honor to represent | t of 
We are compelled to look to Congre — 
legislation as a Territory, and that Ore 


New York, 
his Opposi- 


83 for our 
on should 


: : “ACLION ung, 
the part of this House, when we ask even ot 


than has been bestowed upon other Territories 
is strangely incomprehensible to me. But if thi. 
House is not inclined to do Justice to Oregon ia 
is disposed to look with indifference upon . ee 
wants, let the responsibility rest upon the ion 
of those who oppose these appropriations. ; 

Mr. BROOKS. I wish, with the gentleman’s 
permission, to state to him that I have no hostility 
to Oregon. I voted, at the last session, to Pive 
donations of the public land to actual settlers in 
Oregon, under a bill proposed by his predecessor 


I wish further to say, that the objection | have jg 


| not to his Territory—is upon his sole responsihjj. 


ity to the introduction of bills here, and the a /pro- 
priating for them here $40,000 only, which will 
not make a survey of the road which must jp. 
volve a much larger expenditure, [ know nothino 
about them. If the proper authorities recommend 
them in the proper way—that they are military 
roads—I will vote for them. : 

Mr. LANE. That has not been the custom in 
similar cases of appropriation made for other Ter. 
ritories. Last Congress an appropriation was 
which no survey had been made, and I ex. 
pect it received the vote of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Brooxs.] If he did not, a ma- 
jority of this House passed it into.a law. I say 
to the gentleman, that I am not afraid of respon- 
sibility. These appropriations I ask upon my 
own responsibility, upon my own honor, and my 


| knowledge of the country, the wants of its cit)- 
| zens, and the difficulties in the way of emigration 


thither. I ask only for what is right and just fo; 
Oregon Territory. I recollect when I requested— 


| when I begged this House, some three or four 


months ago, to take such steps as were necessary 


| to be taken to send out troops for the protection 
of emigrants to Oregon, that the gentleman from 


New York opposed the proposition. The meas- 
ure was defeated, and the emigrants to Oregon 
this year get no protection. Before the first of 
October next you may hear of many of them fall- 
ing victims to the scalping-knife and tomahawk of 
the merciless Indians. ‘This, I fear, will be the 
case. Then 1 told you such would be the result 
of this indifference to the wants of our emigrants. 
With the tribes of Indians, and the country they 


| inhabit, I am well acquainted. The emigrants 
| have started out there, with the promise of the 


Secretary of War that troops should be sent there 
to afford them protection. This has not been 
done. I have no more to say; and will, there- 
fore, yield the floor to the gentleman from Mich- 


| igan. 


~Mr. STUART. The Delegate from Oregon, I 
apprehend, has now furnished all the reliable in- 
formation which could be obtained in a year on 


| this question. The necessity for the passage of 
essentially and absolutely necessary for military || 


this bill must be obvious to every gentleman; and, 
sir, governed by the idea I advanced before, a dis- 
inclination to consume the time of the House in 
discussing this subject, I renew the call for the 


| previous question. 


Mr. MEADE. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw his call, that I may submit a word of ex- 


| planation to the House in reply to the gentleman 
| from Oregon. 


Mr.STUART. I withdraw it for that purpose. 

Mr. MEADE. I desire to make only a few 
words of explanation in this matter, as I called 
upon the Delegate from Oregon [Mr. Lane] for 
information. Having reliance in the integrity of 
the man, I will state that, after all the responsi- 
bility he has assumed to himself, if I vote wrong, 
I will charge it to the gentleman from Oregon. 

Mr. STUART. I renew my call for the pre- 
vious question. 

The question was then put upon seconding the 
call for the previous question, and there were— 
ayes 49. , 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 demand tellers on the 
seconding of the call for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Rosinson 
and CHANDLER were appointed. 

The House was again divided, and the call for 
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the previous question was seconded, the tellers 
having reported—ayes 72, noes not counted. 


And the main question was then ordered to be 


Po he SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
upon the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. I demand the yeas and 
mT he yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was then put on the engrossment | 


of the bill, and’ it was agreed to—yeas 94, nays 
52: as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Babcock, 
David J. Bailey, Bell, Bissell, Bocock, Bragg, Breckinridge, 
Briggs, Busby, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, 
Chapman, Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Col- 
cock, Conger, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Disney, Doty, 
Duncan, Dunbam, Durkee, Edgerton, Edmundson, Flor- 
ence, Gamble, Gayford, Gilmore, Green, Hammond, Samp- 
con W. Harris, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, Henn, Hol 
laday, John W. Howe, Thos. M. Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jack- 
a, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Landry, Lockhart, Mace, Edward 
C. Marshall, Mason, McCorkle, McNair, Meade, Molony, 
Morrison, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Andrew Parker, Samuel 
W. Parker, Penniman, Polk, Powell, Price, Rantoul, Rich 
ardson, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Scudder, Scurry, David L. 
seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stantou, Stone, St. Martin, Stuart, Sweetser, George 
W. Thompson, Townshend, Walbridge, Ward, Watkins, 
Wilcox. Williams, and Yates—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Barrere, Bennett, Bibighaus, 
towne, Brenton, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Buell, Bur- 
rows, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Cobb, George T. 
Davis, Dimmick, Fowler, Goodenow, Harper, Isham G. 
Warris, Hascall, Hillyer, Horsford, Houston, Thomas Y. 
How, James Johnson. Daniel T. Jones, George G. King, 
Preston King, Kuhns, Martin, Meacham, Henry D. Moore, 
Morehead, Murphy, Murray, Orr, Outlaw, Sackett, Savage, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcratt, Schoonmaker, Stanly, ‘Thad- 
deus Stevens, Strother, Taylor, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, 
Weich, Wells, Alexander White, and Wildrick—852. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time. 

Previous to the announcement of the result of 
the above vote, Mr. Incersoit asked leave to 
yote, not having been within the bar when his 
name was called; but objection was made. 

The bill having been engrossed, was read the 
third time and passed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the vote by 
which the bill was passed be reconsidered, and 
that the motion to reconsider do lie upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled ‘* An 
act to grant the right of way to the State of Mis- 
souri, and a portion of the public lands to aid in 
the construction of certain railroads in said State;’’ 
which received the signature of the Speaker. 

The House proceeded next to consider House 
bill No. 252, to authorize the legislative authority 
of the several Territories to control the appropri- 
ations to be made by Congress for the support of 
the government of said Territories. 

The bill was read through. 

Mr. SIBLEY. As this subject has been thor- 
oughly discussed in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, I move the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. STUART. Iask the gentleman to with- 
draw his call until I can submit an amendment. 

The call for the previous question was with- 
drawn. 

Mr.STUART. As the object of that bill is to 
give the control of the funds appropriated for the 
Territories to the legislative authorities of the 
Territories, I think that, under the present circum- 
stances, there ought to be an amendment except- 
ing from its provisions the Territory of Utah. 
For that purpose I propose the following proviso, 


and call for the previous question upon its adop- | 


tion: 
Provided further, That the provision of this bill shall not 
apply to the Territory of Utah. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 


ent. 
Mr. STUART. 


I am aware of that. 


I will state to the gen- | 
tleman, that the Delegate from Utah is not pres- 


The | 


proviso will leave, with regard to that Territory, | 


the provisions of law as they now stand. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. After all, it makes a 


distinction which may do more harm than good; | 
and I therefore suggest the propriety of passing | 


the bill by for the present. 
The call for the previous question was seconded. 
The SPEAKER. Shall the main question be 
now put? 


= 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Why the 
distinction between Utah and the other Territo- 
ries? I ask for a division on that question. 

The question was then put on ordering the main 
question to be put; and on a division there were— 
ayes 55. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered;and Messrs. Ricuarpson 
and CHANDLER were appointed. 

The question was again put and carried in the 
affirmative; the tellers having reported—ayes 71, 
noes 46. 


ry ° 
Ihe question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 81, nays 65; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Al- 
lison, William Appleton, Averett, Bibighaus, Bragg, Briggs, 
Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, ‘Thompson Campbell, 
Chandler, Chapman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Col 
cock, Conger, Cullom, George T. Davis, Join G. Davis, 
Dawson, Vimmick, Durkee, Florence, Fowler, Gamble, 
Green, Hamilton, Hammond, [sham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hascall, Holladay, Howard, John W. Howe, 
Hunter, Ingersoll, Jagn Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kurtz. Lockhart, Mie, Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, 
MeNair, Meade, Molony, Morrison, Murray, Olds, Orr, 
Andrew Parker, Polk, Powell, Price, Rantoul, Richardson, 
Robbins, Robie, Savage, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Ori 
gen S. Seymour, Smart, Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Strother, Stuart, Sutheriand, Sweetser, Walbridge, Wal 
lace, Welch, Alexander White, Wilcox, Wildrick, Wil 
liams, and Yates—81. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Babcock, David J. Bailey, Bar 
rere, Beil, Bennett, Bowne, Brenton, Brooks, Buell, Bur- 
rows, Busby, Cleveland, Cobb, Curtis, Dockery, Duncan, 
Edmundson, Goodenow, Harper, Haven, Hebard. Hen 
dricks, Hillyer, Horsford, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, 
Thomas Y. How, Ives, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James 
Johnson, Daniel IT. Jones, George G. King, Kuhns, Mar 
tin, Meacham, Miller, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, 
Morehead, Murphy, Nabers, Newton, Samuel W. Parker, 
Penniman, Phelps, Ross, Sackett, Schoonmaker, Scudder, 
Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, St. Martin, Taylor, George W. 
Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Townshend, Venable, 
Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, and Wells—65. 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. CLINGMAN moved that the vote by 


which the bill wes passed be reconsidered, and 


that the motion to reconsider do lie upon the table; 


which latter motion was agreed to. 

House bill No. 253, making appropriations for 
the completion of the public buildings in the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota, being next in order, was then 
taken up and read. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and having been engrossed, it was 
read the third time and passed. 

Senate bill No. 175, relating to the salaries of 
the officers df the Territories of the United States, 
and to repeal the proviso in the act entitled ** An 
‘act making an appropriation for the civil and di- 
‘ plomatic expenses of the Government for the year 
‘ ending the 30th of June,1852, and for other pur- 
* poses,’’ being next in order, was then taken up 
and read. 

The SPEAKER. The committee have re- 
ported an amendment, in the nature of a substi- 
tute for this bill, which will be read by the 
Clerk. 

The amendment having been read, 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question 
ordered to be put. 

The question being first upon the amendment, 
it was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was passed. 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and having been 
engrossed was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved to reconsider the 
motion by which the bill was passed, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

House bill No. 254, to run and establish the 
boundary between the State of Texas and the 
Territories of the United States, was next taken 
up and read. 

The SPEAKER. The bill was reported from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union with an amendment. ‘The question will 
be first upon the amendment, to insert in the 2d 
section, after the word ‘‘of,’”’ * $25,000.” 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time, and, being en- 
grossed, was read the third time and passed. 

House bill No. 255, making further appropri- 
ations for the construction of roads in the Terri- 


1531 


The SPEAKER. This bill was reported from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union with amendments. The question will be 
first upon the amendment, to add in the tenth line, 
after the words ** Lake Superior "’ the words ** by 
the most direct and convenientroute between those 
points,’’ soas to make it read, ** for the construc- 
‘tion of a road from Point Douglass, on the Mis- 
‘sissippi river, to the falls or rapids of the St. 
* Louis river, and Lake Superior, by the most di- 
‘rect and convenient route between those points, 
* $20,000.”’ 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

TheSPEAKER. The second amendment pro- 
posed by the committee is, to strike out of the 
twenty-first and twenty-second lines the words 
‘**Governor and Legislative Assembly of said 
Territory,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the words 
** Secretary of War, pursuant to contracts to be 
made by him,” so as to nake it read, ‘* the said 
‘roads to be constructed under the direction of the 
‘Secretary of War, pursuant to contracts to be 
‘made by him.”’ 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and, being en- 
crossed, was read the third time. 

Mr.STANLY. Will the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Territories inform me of the amount 
appropriated by that bill for internal improve- 
ments: 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I stated the other day 
that these were bills which did not come from the 
Committee on Territories. They came from other 
committees of the House, and belong to territorial 
business. I have not the information asked for 
by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
STany. |] 

Mr. SIBLEY. If the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Sranty] will permit me, I will an- 
swer him. This bill provides $45,000 for a con- 
tinuation of roads which have been commenced 
after a survey by the Department of War. The 
amount is less than one half that estimated for. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from North 
Carolina will refer to the report of the proper bu- 
reau he will find the estimates for the completion 
of these roads, with the exception of one, which 
itis proposed to have surveyed, to be something 
about $100,000. I think thatis about the amount, 
though it may be a little over. 

Mr. STANLY. This internal-improvement 
bill should wait the general bill for that object. I 
do not think it is exactly fair, either for the Terri- 
tories or for any one of the States, to force their 
bills through without adopting some general sys- 
tem which shall benefit the whole. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will suspend 
until better order is restored. 

Mr. STANLY. I will not trouble the House 

further. They will not have order until after the 
nominations are over. [Laughter.] I ask for the 
yeas and nays upon the passage of this bill. 
" Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire the ear of the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Sranty] for 
amoment. There are two or three bills behind 
this to which there will be no objection. If this 
can be passed over informally until Lean get them 
passed, I shal! be much obliged to the House. 

Mr.STANLY. Certainly; I have no objection 
to that. There are two hundred and sixty miles 
of this road provided for, and five hundred to 
complete it, and no one can tell what it will cost 
in the end. I hope the bill will be passed over in- 
formally. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I hope the bill will not be 

assed over informally. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the gentleman 
from Minnesota will allow the bill to be passed 
over for the present; and as soon as the others are 
passed, it will come directly up. I only made the 
suggestion in order to facilitate the passage of the 
other bills. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. Will it be in order to 
move to lay the bill on the table ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the House agrees to pass it over informally. 

Mr. SIBLEY. The bill is precisely like the 
one pessed for the Territory of Oregon, with the 
exception that it comes more strongly indorsed, 
for it comes under the requisition of the Secretary 


tory of Minnesota, was next taken upand read. |; of War. 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I will withdraw my 
yroposition to pasa over. , 
The SPEAKER. Then the motion of the gen- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Morenean] is 


' 
,orae 


Mr. MOREHEAD., I move to lay the bill on 
ne tavic. 

The ques tion was put, and the House refused 

iy the bill upon the table. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I move the previous question 
e of the bill, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
1i1n question was ordered, 

Che question now being upon the 
ie bill, 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. ALLISON moved that the House edjourn. 
Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers; which 


ere ordered; and Messrs. Goopenow and Bricas 


upon the passag 


ssage of 


were a} wointed 
The qu stion was then taken, and the tellers 
norted—-ayes 72, noes 27. 
So the motion was acreed to: and 
The House adjourned till twelve o’clock to- 
rrow 


NOTICES OF BILLS 
Mr: BEL! ive notice that he would on to-morrow, or 
rie ubsequent day of the session, ask leave to tntroduce 
t bill for the relief of the legal representatives of George 
liobbs, deceased 
Also, a bill to grant preémption rights to certain islands 
the Great Miami river 


PETITIONS, &« 
Ving petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
the rute, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


Ry Mr. STANLY The petition of Oliver O’Neale and 
ers, ciliz , mariners, and owners of vessels in Hyde 
i Beaufort counties, North Carolina, praying an appro 





priation for a floating light on the eastern pointofGull-Island 
MOCK 
By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of Samuel C. Me 
on and other presidents of ten Insurance companies of 
Philade!tohia, asking for a restoration af duties paid on 
nerchandise destroyed by fire in Philadelphia 
By Mr. STEVENS, of New York: The petition of Sy! 
er Gesoner, Of Nyack, New York, for payment for build 
r schooner Sun Beam 
Uv Mr. HUNTER: The memorial of Flodoardo Howard, 
Wi. R. Woodward, and J. C. MeKelden, for the incorpo 
ration of an institution of learning in the District of Colum 
bia 
Also, the petition of Richard Fowler and 91 other cit 
zens of Monroe county, Ohio, in favor of the Wheeling 
idee 
by Mr. DIMMICK: The memorial of D. A. Moon and 
others, citizens of Peunsylvania, praying for an increased 
allowance of bounty land to the soldiers of the war of 1812 
Also, the memorial of Russel Spencer and 56 others, 
tizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an increased allow 
nee of bounty land to the soldiers of the war of 1812. 
By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of P 
D>. Gentry and 35 other citizens, praying the establishment 
a post route, commencing at Baker’s Gap post office and 
terminating at Duggau’s Ferry, in Carter county, adistance 
of 25 miles : 
By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of Demas 
Deming and 175 ot citizens of Terre Haute, in the State 
f Indiana, praying an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation of the river Ohio, atthe Falls. by the con 
struction of another and free canal, or some other similar 
nprovement, as recominended by Colonel Long, superm 
tendent of western improvements, in his last report 
§ Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois: The petition of Pleasant 


Eaton and 31 other citizens of Saline and Hardin counties, 
king that mail route No. 4,188, from MecLanesboro’, in 

Hamilton county, Iino, to Raleigh, in Saline county. be 

extended to Elizabethtown, in Hardin county, in the State 
f Ulin 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, June 8, 1852. 

Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Monreay. 

Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Mount Vernon, Ohio, praying that the bill now 
pending before Congress, commonly known as 
the ** homestead bill,’* may become a law; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition of citizens 
of Indiana, praying that the bill now pending be- 
fore Congress, commonly known as the * home- 
stead bill,’’ may becomea law; which was referred 


to the Committee on Pablie Lands. 


Mr. SOULE presented resolutions adopted at 
a meeting of citizens of New Orleans, in relation 
to the establishment af a navy-yard at that place; 
which were ordered to be laid on the table, a 
report ; aving already been made on that subject 

vy the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition of the New Orleans, Opelousas, 
and Great Western Railroad Company, praying 
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the right of way through, and a donation of, pub- 
lic land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. This being a memorial referring 
to a matter of considerable moment, in which the 
Government itself may have a considerable in- 
terest, he asked leave to recommend it to the seri- 
ous considération of the Committee to which it 
was referred 

Mr. WALKER presented fifteen petitions of 
ciuzens of Wisconsin, praying that the bill now 
pending before Congress, commonly known as the 
‘ homestead bill,’’ may becomea law: which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Indiana county, 
Pennsylvania, praying that the bill now pending 
before Congress, commonly known as the ** home- 
stead bill,’’ may become a law; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the members of the Na- 
tional Reform Association of Monmouth county, 
New Jersey, in favor of the passage of the bill 
now pending before Congress®commonly known 
as the **homestead bill,’? with certain amend- 
ments; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
residing on the northern lakes, and the rivers, 
bays,and gulfs of the Atlantic coast, praying some 
immediate action by Congress to prevent the terri- 
ble loss of life and property, in consequence of 
explosions of steam-boilers, and other accidents 
to steam-vessels upon the western waters; which 

ras ordered to be laid on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Wilmington, Illi- 


nois; a petition of citizens of Bloomington, IIli- 
nois; a petition of citizens of Plainfield, Illinois; 
two petitions of citizens of Chicago, Illinois; and 
a petition of citizens of Cook county, Illinois; 
prayi é |now pending before Congress, 
commonly called the ** homestead bill,’’ may be- 


come a law; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Atlantic, New Jersey, praying that the 
bill now pending before Congress, commonly 
‘ homestead bill,’’ may become a 
law; which was referred tothe Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 


known as the 


Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 


praying an increase of the duty on iron; which 
Finance 
* that the 


ccording 


was referred to the Committee on 
Also, a memorial of inventors, pray! 

PatentOm 

to the original plan, and appropriated exclusively 


a 


1 P 1 , ~ 7 
to the business of that office; which was referred 


} } » 1 } ® ; 
; building may pe compreteu i 


to the Committee on Pate: ind the Patent 
Office. 
Also, a petition of William Emmons, sr., for 


; i 





the extension of the patent of Uri Emmons, of 
on.} eal — ‘ f 7} } . ' . 
95th April, 1829, foracylindr ning machine; 

i ' ‘ ‘ % a ‘ 
which was referred to the Co ee Patents 


and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the United States, 
praying a m dification of the tariff; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Virginia, respecting the wire sus- 


pension bridge at Wheeling; which was read and 


rred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 
Pose } al PUT se 
Also, a re ution of the Legislature of V irginia, 


¢ 
ay and emoluments due the Peters- 
burg volunteers, for services during the last war 
with Great Britain; which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 


: 


respecting the } 


Mr. MALLORY presented LWwo petitions of 
| citizens of Marion and Nassau counties, Florida, 


praying that the State may be authorized to select 
other lands for the support of common schools, 
in leu of sixteenth sections covered by Spanish 
rraits,and other sixteenth sections of little or no 


value; which were referred to the Committee on | 


Public Lands. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented an additional docu- 
ment in the case of Edward Stuff; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CHASE presented nine petitions of citizens 
of Ohio, praying that the bill now pending before 
Congress, commonly known as the *‘ homestead 
bill,’? may become a law; which were referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of B. 
A. Choachman and others, citizens of Georre- 








he 8, 
town, South Carolina, praying an appropriation fo 
the survey of the harbor at that place, and fo. 
placing additional buoys therein; which was ~ 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. é 

Mr. CASS presented two petitions praying for 
grants of land for certain purposes; which w 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

INDUSTRIAL CONGRESS. 

Mr. JAMES. Mr. President, I hold in my 
hand a memorial from the Industrial Congress 
which recently held a session inthis city. With: 
out pledging myself to all the views of that body 
I may be permitted to say, that it represents, prob- 
ably, a hundred thousand persons, most of whom 
are mechanics and working men of industrious 
habits and respectable standing. The object of 
the memorial is, to lay the views of the Industria) 
Congress, and of those associations which that 
body represents, before the Congress of the United 
States, and to respectfully urge the passage of the 
homestead bill. I ask that it may be read, 

The petition was read, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Public Lands, as follows: 


ere 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representa 
tives, in Congress assembled : 
Wasuineton, D.C., June 4, 1852, 

The undersigned, Committee of the ** Nationa! Industria! 
Congress,’? now in session in this city, with due respect to 
your honorable bodies, represent, That theywere sent 
hither by a large constituency of the industrial interests of 
society, to press upon your attention and that of the world 
at large, the great features of reform and good government, 
which have animated their deliberations and those of sjy 
anterior annual sessions. 

The measures most prominent among their deliberations 
have ever been propositions for the creation of Jaws that 
shall foster and perpetuate the love of home, and a desire 
for independence of position in the heart of every inhabit 
ant upon the American soil—to secure which, they pro 
pose, first: The exemption of the homestead from aliena 
tion for debt. Second, The freedom of the public land to 
actual settlers, under Jimitations preventive of monopoly of 
the soil and the establishment of a commercial landoeracy, 
so destructive ofrepublican institutions, and the democratic 
instincts of the people. Weclaimthese measures as just 
and practicable, and aside from man’s abstract, natural and 
individual right to the soil of his country, hold, that he, po 
litically and socially, is as much entitled to a home upon 
the earth as to the exercise of suffrage, freedom of speech, 
and of opinion, to life itself, or to any other of the recog 
nized rights of civilized man. 

In view of these truths, we crave of your honorable 
bodies the passage of the ** homestead bill,’? now before 
you 

WILLIAM J. YOUNG, N. me 
A. H. ROSENHEIM, Penn., Committee 
E. W. CAPRON,R. [., 5 

W.J. MULLEN, of Penn., President. 

E. W. CAPRON, of R. I., Secretary. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
Hiram McCarty, asking remuneration for losses 
sustained by adhering to the American cause dur- 
ing the last war with Great Britain, submitted an 
adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
yrinted. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of D. A. Mel- 
horn, praying indemnification for losses sustained 
in a contract for building a culvert in the city of 
Washington, submitted an adverse report there- 
on; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of Benedict 
J. Heard, praying indemnity for property de 
stroyed during the late war with Great Britain, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STOCKTON, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
John Daff, asking that a suit brought against him 
for an alleged violation of contract in the delivery 
of stone, may be discontinued, submitted a report. 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. The re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives to change the name of 
the American-built vessel Amelia, and to grant 
a register in her name, reported it back without 
amendment; and, on his motion, it was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole; and no amend- 
ment being offered, it was read a third time and 
passed. 

- . } 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the joint resolution 
from the House of Representatives authorizing 
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j852 
the Secretary of the Treasury to ratify and con- 
firm an exchange of lands between the United 
Statesand Charles Reynolds, of thecity of Natchez, 
on the State of Mississippi, reported it back with- 
out amendment; and, on his motion, it was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole; and no 
amendment being offered, it was read a third time 


and passed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MALLORY, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the school authorities in the State of Florida to 
make certain selections for school purposes; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUTLER, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the re- 
lief of the Wilmington and Manchester Railroad 
Company; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Commiuttee on I i- 
nance. 

BILL PASSED. 

The engrossed bill to authorize the correction 
of erroneous locations of military bounty land 
warrants, by actual settlers, in certain cases, was 
read a third time and passed. 


HISTORICAL PAINTINGS FOR CONGRESS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 
submitted by Mr. Cooper, on the 8th of April, 
respecting the employment of Leutze and Healy 
to execute certain ——e for Congress; and, 
having been amended, it was agreed to, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be and it 
is hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of em 
ploying Mr. Leutze to repaint for Congress his painting 
representing Washington crossing the Delaware, together 
with a fellow to it representing Washington rallying the 
American troops at the battle of Monmouth; also, of em 
ploying Mr. Healy to paint two pictures, one representing 
the throwing Overboard of the tea in Boston harbor, the 
other, the battle of Bunker Hill; also, Mr. Rotherme!l to 
execute two paintings, the subjects likewise to be drawn 
from American revolutionary history. 

CHEAP OCEAN POSTAGE. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Whereas, the inland postage on a letter for a distance 
within three thousand miles is three cents when paid, and 
five cents when unpaid, while the ocean postage on a sim 
ilar letter is twenty-four cents, being a burdensome tax, 
amounting often toa probibition of foreign cosrespondence ; 
and yet letters can he carried at less cost on sea than on 
land : 

And whereas, by increasing correspondence, and also by 
bringing into the mails mailable matter, now often clan 
destinely conveyed, cheap ocean postage would become 
self-supporting : 

And whereas, cheap ocean postage would tend to quicken 
commerce ; to promote the intercourse of families and 
friends separated by the ocean; to multiply the bonds of 
peace and good-will among men and nations; and thus, 
while important to every citizen, it would become an active 
ally, especially of the merchant, the emigrant, and the phi 
lanthropist : therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to open negotiations with the European Pow 
ers, particularly with the Governments of Great Britain and 
France, for the establishment of cheap ocean postage. 

On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Ordered, That it be laid on the table. 

A motion to print the resolution was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 


CATLIN’S COLLECTION OF INDIAN SCENES. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- 


tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Library Committee be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill for the pur 
chase of Mr. George Catlin’s collection of Indian Scenes 
and Portraits, which are in danger of being sold and lost to 
this country. 


SAFETY OF PASSENGERS ON STEAMBOATS. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yesterday I gave notice of my 
intention to ask the Senate to consider the bill to 
amend an act entitled *‘ An act to provide for the 
better security of the lives of passengers on board 
of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam.” 
I now move that the prior orders be postponed for 
the purpose of proceeding to the consideration of 
that bill, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I regret very much to 
oe any motion coming from my friend from 
Massachusetts, but I think it is a bad plan to go 
— through a subject, and then pass it over. 

uch is the condition of the bill to provide for the 
repair and improvement of the dam at the head of 
Cumberland Island, in the Ohio river. That bill 
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was partially considered yesterday, and would it 
not be better to take it up again and finally dispose 
of it? I presume it will give rise to no more de 
bate, for 1 am willing to acquiesce in an amend- 
ment which was yesterday suggested, to leave the 
execution of the work to the Executive Depart- 
ment. If, however, we proceed to the considera- 
tion of the bill mentioned by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, we may enter upon a discussion 
that may occupy a week. I trust that the Cum 
berland dam bill may have precedence, and if it 
shall give rise to discussion, I promise t 
it. 

Mr. BORLAND. 


» abandon 


I will sugrest to the Senator 


from Kentucky, that the proner disposition of the 
bill which he asks the Senate to consider, isto lay 
it upon the table, where it should continue to lie 
until it comes up in a general bi! All such sub- 
jects should be acted upon. and live or die torether 
' Mr. ATCHISON. 1 beg to remind the Senat 
that the Minnesota treaties have be acted uj 

in Executive sessio and it is ve ry imp . tha 
the Senate should -. proceed to their consider- 


ation. 

Mr. DAVIS. [I vesterdav cave notice of the 
motion which I have now made to take up the bill 
which I have designated, and I hoped the Senate 
would indulge me with its considerati: If, how- 
eva, the Senate is not disposed to do so, [ will 
withdTaw my motion. 

The motion was withdrawn. 


DAM IN THE OHIO RIVER. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I now move the post- 
ponement of all prior orders for the purpose of 
proceeding to the consideration of the Cumberland 
dam bill. 

The motion was not agreed to 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. ATCHISON 


I now move that the Sen 
ate roceed to the consider ) "Kh 
ate proceea LO Lheconsideration o 


r 
f Exec 
ness. 


Mr. BRADBURY. Before that motion is agreed 


to, 1 desire to say that I hope the Senate will! first 


devote a short time to the transaction of other or 
dinary business. I wish to call upa small bill that 
ean soon be disposed of; but if it should o 

half an hour, | promise to move that it be passed 


over for the purpose of yroceeding 
business. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I have pre 
which I have now made frequently for several 
weeks. The Senate is aware of the necessity of 
proceeding to the consideration of Executive bi 
ness, which I think the Senate can dispose of to 
day, if we proceed to it at once, a id to-morrow 
may be devoted to the business which Senators 
now urge upon the attention of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to, and the residue of 


the day was devoted to Executive business 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tvespay, June 8, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morean. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. McCORKLE, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the following resolutions from the Legisla- 
ture of California; which were disposed of as in- 
dicated below: 

1. A resolution in favor of the immediate enact- 
ment, by Congress, of a law providing compensa- 
tion for services rendered by volunteers in Cali- 
fornia during the Mexican war, and for property 
lost, although said volunteers may not have been 
enlisted in strict conformity to law; and also for 
the extension to said volunteers of the full bene- 

fits of all the existing laws of Congress relative to 
persons engaged in the United States military ser- 
vice. 

Referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

2. Resolution in favor of the rigid ehforcement 
of the existing laws in reference to emicrant ves- 
sels, and, if necessary, of the passage of such laws 
as shall guard against the grievous abuses now 
existing, and secure to those traveling in said 
vessels, protection to their health and lives. 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

3. Resolution in favor of the passage of a law 
by Congress authorizing the proper Department to 
enter into contract with Lafayette Maynard and 

| John Parrot, for the semi-monthly transportation 
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of mails between Panama and San Francisco, or 
between New York and San Francisco, as they 
may prefer, upon terms equally liberal with the 
contracts now existing upon this route; this addi 
tional contract to provide for the transmission of 
the mails in the weeks intervening between those 
fixed for the arrival of the mails, and against the 
further extension of the contracts heretofore made 
with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 

Referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads 

4. Re yropriation by 
Congress for the relief of Elias Waldo, of Califor 
nia, fo ney expended by him and for his dil 


ution in favor of an ap 


gence in relieving the destitute, suffering, starving, 
l- 


and sick, among the overland « its to Cal 
fornia in the year 1850. 

Referred to the Committee on Territories 

5. Resolution in favor of a change of the elec 


yn laws so as to authorize the meeting of the 


electors in the State of California on the third 

Wednesday of December 
Referred to the Conymittee on Elections 

6. Resolution in favor of the establishment of 


1 branch Mint of the United States in the State of 
California at the earliest possible moment. 

Referred to the Committee on Waysand Means 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCORKLE. I desire to say something 
upon the question of printing the last resolution 
I believe that question is debatable. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has already 
been referred and ordered to be printed 

Mr. McCORKLE. I wished to address the 
House upon the subject of this resolution, but 
am not very desirous to do so now, and I will 
trouble the House no further. 

Mr. BISSELL. I rise to 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California { ask 


ventleman from Illinois 


! 


a question of privi 


to yield the floor to enab 


me to ASK a questi ” 


Mr. BISSELL. { will do so for tha purpose 

Mr. MARSHALL. I ask the Chair if the 
quesuon was put upon the motion to reler ana 
print tnis resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. It was. The order wa 
nade by the unanimous consent of the House 

Mr. MARSHALL. I ask the unanimous con 
sent of the House for the Committee on Waysand 
Means to report a Senate bill which ha 
fore that committee since the third day of tl 


lain be 


meeting of the present Congress—a bill for the e 
tablishment of a branch Mint in California It 
a lil to which I believe not a singie man in this 
House has an objection to urg 
mense and vital importance to that class which 
my colleague {[Mr. McCork.e] and myself pe 
culiarly represent. I beg the ear of the Hous 
while 1 say half a dozen words that ought to t 
heard and ought to be understood. It is believ: 
in this House, and in the eountry,that gold is 
worth $17 per ounce 1n : But that is 
; 


not the fact. From the hand of the laborer, it i 


es and one ot im 


California. 


turned into the market at $16 perounce. Now, 
this gold is worth about 417 50 abroad. I believ« 
the average is near $18. ‘The produce being halt 


an ounce i day, each mining laborer in California 
pays upon his day’s labor a tax greater than the 
entire wages of the same class of laborers in ar 
ther part of the United States. This is an ou 


raze which we have long and patiently suffered 


wwainst which we have exp: stul ited otten 
perately, and which has resulted in the loss 
$20,000,000, to this peculiar class of laborers : 
California since the discovery of the mines. 1 as! 
the consent of the House ior that committee to re 
ort th : bill, i id l hope no one will obie« 2. 

Mr. STANLY. Irisetoa question of order 

Mr. MARSHALL. I do not know of any 
rule which lmits of parenthesis within a pa 


renthesis. | come in a parenthesis myself, and | 
do not vield the floor to anybody. , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
unanimot consent of the House to be piven to 
the gentleman from California to make a few re 
marks in reference to the California Mint bill. 


Cries of ** Go on! ** Go on!’’} 


Mr. MARSHALL, I want to speak for some 
time, as it will require more than an hour to ex 
plain fully this matter to the House 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that, under 
the consent given by the House to the gentleman 
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from California, he must necessarily confine him- 


self toa very few remarks. 

Mr. BISSELL. But the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia (Mr. Manksnati] now announces to me 
that he desires to speak along time. Uf that an- 
nouncement had been made at first, I would not 
have yielded him the floor. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 1 will not speak for along 
tine. 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Bisse.) to ask the 
unanimous consent of the House—if it requires 
unaninious consent—thatthe Committee on Ways 
and Means may report the California Mint bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia asks the unanimous consent of the House 
to submit a few remarks in regard to the Califor- 
in Mint bill, Is there any objection? 

Mr. OLDS. 
terferes with the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. MEACHAM. [I object. 

Mr. MARSHALL. The gentleman from IMfli- 
nois [Mr. Bissev.) has never withdrawn from me 
the assent which he granted me of occupying the 
floor. 

{Cries of * Order!’ **Order!’’ ** Order 

Mr. CARTTER. Is it not too late at this time 


| understand that | have the consent of the | 


1 should like to know if this in- | 


to rescind the common consent given to the gentle- | 


man from California? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
unanimous consent of the House was given to the 
gentleman to makea few remarks in regard to the 
bill referred toby him. Some remarks were sub- 
mitted by the gentleman, and the question now is 
whether he may continue them. The Chair thinks 
not, without the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
sume one moment of the time of this House 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is well aware of 
that. 

Mr. MARSHALL. All I desire in the world 
is simply that the House should have a sufficiently 
active sense of justice now, whey there is at last 
an opportunity, after six or seven months’ delay, to 


| 
} 


I have no desire to con- | 


do a thing which all the country and all the world | 


knows is right, and ought to be done. 
a chance now to bring up the bill. The Commit- 
tee on Ways aud Means, after seven months, are 
active at last; and this bill can be now presented, 
and 1 do want it done. The House consented to 
hear me; but now, instead of hearing me for an 
hour—which I should think they would he polite 
enough to do, for they hear everybody on a point 
of order finer than the seven hundredth point of 
a needle—they waste an hour of time upona point 


There is | 


of order which will be enough to pass this bill, | 


because there is no difficulty about its passage. It 
came down from the Senate, I believe, unanimous- 
ly, or nearly so. It is what every one knows 
ought to be done, and to which no one objects. 
The Committee of Ways and Means itself is 
ready to report it, and that certainly removes all 
doubt about the character of the bill; and I do now 
beg, as a personal—a political favor—that the 
Hiouse will take up the bill, when they have a 
chance to escape from under the pressure of their 
own rules, as an act of common justice. 

The SPEAKER. 
fornia asks the unanimous consent of the House 
to take up the bill indicated by him, before pro- 
ceeding to the execution of the special order. 

Mr. BISSELL. I object. 

Mr. MeCORKLE. I then move to suspend 
the rules. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order, 
except on Mondays, under the express rules of 
the House. 
man from Illinois [Mr. Bissett] make to the 
House? 

Mr. BISSELL. I give up the floor. 

Mr. KING, of New York. 
ular orders be proceeded with. 

The SPEAKER. 


The gentleman from Cali- | 


What proposition does the gentle- | 


_ TRE (CONGREEIONAL GL 


| 


I ask that the reg- | 


. | 
The objection to the propo- 


sition of the gentleman from California is with- 


drawn. 
Mr. MARTIN. I renew it. 
Mr. MARSHALL. 
one’s place before objection can be made here. 
Mr. BISSELL. I did not object. Objection 
was made on the other side of the House. Butit 
is of no avail that I give way to the gentleman, 
for the moment I yield, objection is made. 


der 


Mr. MARSHALL. I rise to a question of or- 


It is necessary to rise in | 









Mr. BISSELL. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia rises to a question of order, which has pre- 
cedence. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Ina very close and care- 
ful examination of the rules of this House, Mr. 
Speaker, | went as far as the 2d rule, {laugh- 
ter,] but in attending closely to the debates of the 
House, I found that at about the 133d rule, all bus- 
iness absolutely stopped in transitu, 1 was dis- 
couraged, and did not go any further. I do not 
pretend to any very high authority upon a ques- 
tion of order, but this much I think I do know, 
that when a gentleman objects, he is obliged, at 
least, to rise in his seat to make that objection, 
with that ordinary respect and formality observed 
in Congress, as well as everywhere else. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman. from New 
York [Mr. Marry] rose in his place, addressed 


the Chair, and objected, while others were crying 


in their seats ** I object!”’ eee 

Mr. MARSHALL. Thf€question of fact be- 
ing settled, the difficulty as to the point of order 
raised by me is removed. I did not hear or see 
him. I expected that much from New York, and 
New Nork will profit by it. I advise New York 
to proceed in that way, and I promise her she 
will make something by it. 

Mr. BISSELL. I call the gentleman fromeal- 
ifornia to order. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
out of the House. 

Mr. BISSELL. That is what a man gets for 
being clever. I have almost a mind to say I will 
never attempt to be clever again at the expense of 
what I conceive to be justice to the House. 

l move, Mr. Speaker, that the vote, by which 
the House on yesterday refused to lay the bill 
making an appropriation of land for the benefit of 
the insane, upon the table, be reconsidered. My 
object is, of course, to bring the bill before the 
House for action this morning in that way. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to lay that motion upon 
the table. 

Mr. BISSELL. I trust that the motion will 
not he laid upon the table, if gentlemen desire the 
bill to be acted upon. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire, 
as this is not a debatable question, what effect the 
vote will have, if it is reconsidered? J ask the 
Speaker another question. There was subsequent 
action upon this bill—for instance, the proposi- 
tion to sustain the previous question, and it was 
voted down. The gentleman from Minnesota 
{Mr. Stsvey] obtained the floor, and while he was 
upon the floor, the orders of the day were called 
for. Now, sir, if a reconsideration of this vote 
brings the bill back before the House, of course it 
brings back the motion to lay upon the table. 
W hat becomes, then, of the subsequently-acquired 
right of the gentleman from Minnesota to the 
floor? Will it cut him off? And if it does cut 
him off, can it bring the bill before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide those 
questions when they arise. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to lay the motion of the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Bisse..] upon the 
table. 

Mr. STANLY. 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit, asa ques- 
tion of order to the Chair, that the motion to lay 
upon the table having failed—thus leaving the bill 
before the House, it is not in order to reconsider 
it. Itis like a,motion to adjourn, sir, and it can 
be renewed at any moment, and is not one that 
can be reconsidered. If it had been laid on the 
table, then the motion to reconsider would be in 
order; but having failed, it is like a motion to ad- 
journ, which can be renewed at any moment, and 
which cannot, therefore, be reconsidered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has looked with 
some little care to this question. The motion to 
reconsider is a naiatiaeal motion, as the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] understands very 
well. A vote was taken to lay the bill upon the 
table, and the House rejected the motion. A mo- 
tion is now made to reconsider that vote. Under 
the rule, the Chair does not see how he could de- 
cide that the motion to reconsider is out of order, 
it being one of those privileged questions laid 
down so plainly by our rules. Although the 


You will have to call him 


Upon that motion I ask the 


| Chair admits there is force in the position taken , 
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by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jox 
yet he is inclined to decide that the motion 
order, and that it brings the bill before the He 


Es,] 
18 in 


roe ~ " 
Mr. JONES. Suppose the House should re. 
fuse to adjourn, would it be in order to Move to 


reconsider that vote? 

TheSPEAKER. Not at all. 
_ Mr. JONES. This is like a motion to ad- 
journ. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Sranty] demands the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Before the question is put 
I want to understand the precise point we coe 
voting on. Now, if weshall reconsider the vote 
then the question will be again, ‘* Shall the bill be 
laid upon the table?’ 

The SPEAKER. That will be the question, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I take it we shall 
be in the same condition that we are now in. The 
bill is now before the House, and any one may 


| move to lay it upon the table; and why should we 


be obliged to go back, and reconsider the motioy 


< en upon the table when we make no progress 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state, that 


there is some doubt in his mind in regard to this 


question of order; that he is inclined to the opin- 
ion that it is proper for the motion tobe submitted 
to the House; and that the motion to reconsider 
btings the bill before the House, which would oth. 
erwise take its place upon the table of the Speaker, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 wish to inquire of the 
Chair whether this was not the pending matter 
when the morning hour expired on yesterday, and 
whether it will not come up to-morrow as such? 

The SPEAKER. It was the pending matter. 
but, under the rules, the House having left it in 
that condition—there being no pending motion to 
commit—according to the practice of my prede- 
cessor, it would have gone upon the Speaker's 
table with the orders of the day. 

Mr. ORR. I have great respect for the opinion 
of the Chair upon the question of order, but I am 
thoroughly satisfied in my own mind that the mo- 
tion to reconsider cannot, at the present stage of 
the matter, be entertained by the House. The 
gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. Sisiey,] as was 
stated by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jones,]} obtained the floor. He has a right, there- 
fore, to be heard on the bill when it next comes 
up. Well, the reconsideration by the House 
simply restores the bill to the point it was at when 
the House refused to lay it on the table. You 
make no progress at all, but you interfere with 
rights subsequently acquired. I therefore respect- 
fully appeal from the decision of the Chair enter- 
taining the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BISSELL. I will makea suggestion which 
I trust will obviate the whole difficulty in the way. 

+ If it is the pleasure of the House to make this 
bill the special order for Friday or Saturday next 
week, I will withdraw the motion I have sub- 
mitted. : 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to submit a statement 
on this point, but I understand that it is not de- 
batable. 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable; but the 
Chair trusts that the House will allow the gentle- 
man to submit his statement, confessing that he 
ha&-some doubts in regard to the point of order. 

Mr. STUART. One statement is incorrect in 
its effect. If the motion to reconsider shall pre- 

| vail, the effect of it will be to bring the bill before 
the House. Now, when the bill is brought before 
the House, it must stand where it stood when the 
motion to lay on the table was put; and it no 
more follows that the gentleman from Minnesota 
[Mr. Ststey]} has lost the floor by its effect than 
if it were not submitted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair discovers at a 
glance the difficulty to which the gentleman refers. 
When the bill was up, a motion was made to lay 
it on the table. That motion failed. The bill was 
further considered, until the expiration of the 
morning hour, when the House passed from its 
consideration—the gentleman from Minnesota oc- 
cupying the floor. A motion is now made to re- 
consider the vote by which the House refused to 
lay the bill on the table. If that vote were recon- 
sidered, and the vote taken upon the motion to lay 
on the table and carried, the gentleman from Min- 
nesota would be deprived of the right which be- 
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longs to bios aie the rules. The C hair recon- 
siders his decision, and now dec ides that the 
motion to reconsider is not in order. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to present a point of 
order, and it is this: That the gentleman from 
Minnesota being upon the floor, and having ex- 
nressed his desire to make a motion in referenc e 
to t hat bill, and the spec ial order had expired, the 

oor could be taken from him for the purpose of 
p roceeding to other business in the House. 

Mr. RICH ARDSON. I rise to make an in- 
cuiry of the Chair. 


‘Mr. STUART. I trust that I may be allowed 
to proceed first in the statement of my point of 
order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Foramoment. I want 


to know before we get away from the point of 
order the condition in which the matter stands. 
The consequences of a matter is one thing, and the 
right another thing. Do I understand the Chair 
to decide, as a question of order, that the gentle- 
man from Iilinois [Mr. BisseLi] can move to re- 
consider the vote upon any proposition, except 
on a motion to adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. When this question shall 
again come before the body, the gentleman from 
Minnesota will be entitled to the floor upon it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is true. 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the House refused to lay the 
bill upon the table were entertained, it would bring 
up the proposition—** Shall the bill be laid oa the 


table???’ The House might vote to lay it on the 
table, and thereby déstroy the right of the gentle- 


man from Minnesota. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Chair looks to 
consequences, and not to the right for the decision. 
If itis right in a decision to take into consider- 
ation its probable effect against some member, 
every proposition to reconsider would be decided 
to be out of order. That is the question 1 wish 
to get at. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen looking to the 
practice under the rules must look to the conse- 
quences which may result; so that both may har- 
monize. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly; but we can- 
not look to the consequences after the rules have 
been determined. 1 appeal from the decision of 
the Chair. 

Mr. STUART. An appeal cannot be taken 
while lam upon the floor stating a question of 
order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I will 
appeal when opportunity is afforded me. 

Mr. STUART. 
while I state my point of order. The point I 
make is this: That the gentleman from Minnesota 
(Mr. Sistey] was upon the floor on this bill pro- 
ceeding to makea speech. He announced his de- 
termination before he set down to make a motion 
to commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. Now, sir, under the 
rules which we established, governing the special 
order, it was within the power of any gentleman 
to take the floor and move to proceed to the orders 
of the day, because the morning hour had expired. 
Supposing the gentleman from Minnesota had 
spoken twenty minutes, having the right to speak 
an hour, this right of another member to interfere 
with him would still obtain, and the floor could be 
taken from him. For what ayers > Why, to 
proceed to the orders of the day. Now, when, on 
the next day, the special order again comes before 
the House, would not the gentleman from Minne- 
sota be entitled to the floor to continue to the close 
of his speech ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
bill is not before the House, and that, therefore, 
the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. Sisiey] is 
not entitled to the floor. The gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. Srvarr] may be laboring under 
some mistake with regard to the facts of the case, 
and the Chair will briefly state them. The gen- 
tleman from Minnesota was upon the floor. The 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Dean] arose 
and inquired whether the morning hour had not 
eniived. The Chair responded that it had. The 
gentleman from New York then demanded that 
the House should proceed toother business. The 
gentleman from Minnesota then, and not until 
then, and after a considerable pause, proposed to 
submit a motion to commit. The Chair said that 
it could only be done by unanimous consent. 


take an 


I will bee the ear of the Chair | 


There was objection, and the Chair dec ided ioe’ 
entleman’s motion was cut off. 

Mr. STUART. The point | make is this: The 
gentleman had announced his intention to submit 
his motion to commit at the close of his speech. 
He was upon the floor making a speech, which 
he had the right to do for an hour , but at the same 
time, any other member could take the floor from 
him. If they did take it from him under that 
right, my point is, that he still retains the right, 
when the subject again comes up, to go on and 
finish his speech. 

The SPEAKEB. There is nothingin the rules 
and practice of this body which carries to the 
Speaker’s table business which was left unfinished 
by passing from the morning hour that sustains 
the gentleman’s point. The Chair decides that 
there is no such proposition pending; that the 
gentleman from Minnesota is not entitled to the 
floor; and that this bill is upon the Speaker’s ta- 
ble. 


ROADS IN MINNESOTA. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order, 
is the consideration of House bill No. 255, making 
appropriations for the construction of certain 
roads in the Territory of Minnesota. When the 
bill was last under consideration, the demand for 
the previous question on the engrossment of the 
bill had been seconded, and the main question was 
ordered to be put. ‘The question now is: ‘* Shall 
the bill be ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time?”’ 


The question was put, and there were, on a 


division—ayes 59, noes 35. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. I demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; a Messrs. Moore, of 


Louisiana, and Sranron, of 
pointed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This matter is 
being procee ded with to the exclusion of the busi- 
ness of the morning hour, which is the special 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was misled at 
the moment, supposing this to be a bill reported 
from one of the committees during the morning 
hour. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
object to its consideration. 
upon it. 

The SPEAKER. It will certainly make no 
great material difference in the business of the 
House. The Chair would suggest, that as a mat- 
ter of accommodation, the House take the vote 
upon this bill—the main question having been put 
—before proceeding to the execution of the busi- 
ness of the morning hour. 

{Cries of ** Agreed !’’ ** Agreed !’’] 

The question was then taken upon the engross- 
ment of the bill, and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 78, noes 40. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time, and having been engrossed, was read 
the third time. 

The question being, ‘* Shall the bill pass ?”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, demanded 


‘Tennessee, were ap- 


It is now too late to 
We have had action 


the 


me and nays; whic h were ordered. 


STANLY. 
not ‘this bill? 

The SPEAKER, 

Mr. STANLY. I wish to call the attention of 
the House to one of these roads, for which there 
is an appropri: ution of $5,000 made, for surve ying 
and laying out a road from Me ndota to the mouth 
of Big Sioux river, on the Mississippi. It will 
take some $200,000 instead of $5,000 to complete 
that road. We have had no survey of the road 
by any officer of the Government, and no one 
knows what the cost of the road will be. The 
appropriation for the survey and laying out this 

‘road was reported from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals to the House. Whether it was sanc- 
tioned by that committee or not, [ do not know. 
It was reported, I presume, as an act of courtesy 
and kindness to the Delegate from that district. 

Mr. SIBLEY. Will the gentleman allow me 
to make an explanation? 

Mr. STANLY. I shall be glad to hear some 
explanation about it. 

Mr. SIBLEY. I wish to state to the House, 
that at the first session of the last Congress, $5.000 
was appropriated for the survey of the road to 
which the gentleman alludes. Since that time 


Is it in order to say a word 


It is in order. 


\| there has been a report made by the engineer who | 
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is in charge of that road under the War Depart- 
ment, stating that the sum of $5,000 additional will 
be required to enable him to complete the survey. 
The report of that gentleman has been made to the 
Department of the Engineer Bureau; and upon my 
request, and upon the resolution which | intro- 
duced, and which was adopted by the House, the 
whole document relating thereto was laid before 
the Elouse at the beginning of the session; a if 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Sran- 

LY| had had his attention drawn to that subject, 

he would have found it exac tly as | stated to him, 
that this $5,000 is asked for by the War Depart- 





nd 


ment. 

Mr. STANLY. What is tae length of that 
road? 

Mr. SIBLEY. It is betweentwo hundred and 


miles long. | 
centleman, that 
the greater part of this road is through a prairie 
country, and very little is required to make it. It 
not like a road running through a timbered 
country. 

Mr. STANLY. In regard to these roads, 
should not spend a great deal in attempting to do 
what the Territory itself can do. | this 
one-sided, partial way of making appropriations 
for internal improvements. We have had pend 
ing before the Committee on Commerce, since the 
early part of the session, a bill making appropi 
ations for improvements in canals and navigable 
rivers, and upon lake coasts, in the interior 
are much more wanted than these roads; 
are not to set an example, and take up one bill 
from one Territory, appropriating there, nobody 
knows how much—I think in this bill alone, 
$45 ,000—and discarding all 
sary improvements throughout the 
It is not fair. Let there bea general bill reported 
for all these Territories, and for such States as re- 
quire internal improvements within their borders. 
A general system is what I desire—a system 
which will give fair pay to all parts of this ter 
ritory of Let the Territories stand on the 
same footing with the States; and when they do 
that we will have justice done to all the States and 
Territories, and not before. I hope, then, that 
we shall not set the bad example of partial legis 
lation, by taking up one or two bills like the pres 
ent, and appropriating unlimited sums of money, 
and that, too, through an act of courtes y. The 
gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. Stat ry) is enti 
tiled to all we can give him as a Delerate—he de 
serves it—but the Territories should not receive 
such appropriations before the adoption of a gen 
eral system which would do justice to all of the 
States. Unless the old States put a stop to this 
system of voting to the Western country all the 
money they want, we shall have no harbors im 
proved, no tariff, and no fortifications upon our 
sea-coast. If we take up these things by piece 
meal, this new State and that new State will 
their railroads, (as some of them have already cot 


fifty and two hundred and sixty 
beg leave to state further to the 
is 
we 


oprect to 


, which 
and we 


some 
and 
United States. 


the other neces- 


ours. 


get 


them,) and the interests of the old States will be 
entirely overlooked and neglected. Such is the 
operation of the present system, if it can be called 


The present mo ae of levislating Fy upon 


this subject is —_ il and unjust in its character 
I hoy ye it will be abandoned, 
until we get some fair and 
will do justice to all the States. T! 
fully vote to give the Delegates of Territories all 
they want. Iam willing to give them everything 
reasonable, and everything in the we Ly of intern: J 
improvement s, and in other matters, which they 
ought to | we have justice done to 


a system. 


and that we will wait 
en 


ger Ally 
ibehnes 


eral p W 


nen I wi 


but until 
the old States, I trust that the House will pause 
in their career; that it will not pursue a policy 
that gives to one portion of the count ry lavish ap- 
proprk ations for internal improvements, and denies 
it to the others. 

Mr. SIBLEY. 1 am not about to detain the 
House with any remarks at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings, as to the abstract right of C 
make appropriations of money for constructing 
roads in Territories. I take for granted that 
every gentleman. here is well aware that such has 
been the practice which obtained at the beginning 
of the Government, and has been continued from 
that time down to the present. I beg leave to 
state to the gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr. 
Sranty,] that the Territory of Minnesota has 
never received one acre of land, and never asked 
for one acre of land, except what was given her 


hav e; 


ongress to 


‘ 
it 
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for educational purposes. She has never asked 
for anything which is unreasonable: and the 
amount of money expended there has been lim 
ted indeed. Wehaveno lizght-houses. We 


1 
nave 


never i 


sked for the improvement of rivers; but a 


that we have asked of this Congress is, 
small 


that vou 


will give us a amount of money to enable 


in to bold a road, by which we may be en ibled 
0 pass from one part of the Territory to another. 
With this statement, and knowing that the Hou 
will not, under any circumstances, confound 


system of internal improvements in the St 


with these small territorial appropria s,! 


ne 


»> previou 
‘The was sec 
in questi red to be put 
The question was then taken upot 
if the bill, and 
follows: 
YEAS 
Rell, 


question on tne passarve of the 


previous question ynded, 


mn orde 


Lnere were—vyet 5), I 


' 


Mes Charles Allison, Joh 


Bibighaus, Bs 


Allen, 
Brenton, Lewis D 
Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chastair 
Cleveland, Conger, John G. Davis, Dean, Dim c, D 
ney. Joty, Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Fick 
Florence, Henry M. 
Green, 


freeman, Fuller, Gentry. Giddings, 


Haven, Hendricks, Hem 


1 


Gilmore, Groodenow, 
, Hhunt iH, Andrew Johnson 
hinson, Robert W. Johnson, Landry, Lockhart 
dward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Ma 
ald, MeLanahan, McNair, Miller, Molony, Henry D 
Moore, Murray, Newton, Olds, Andrew Parker, Samuel 
W. Parker, Peuniman, Porter, Rantoul, Richardson, Robi 
Schermerhorn, Scudder, Scurry, David L 
gen 8. Seymour, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Pred 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abr’m P 
~ Start, Sweetser, Thurston, Townshend, 
Ward, Washburn, Williams, and Yate 55 
NAYS—Meser Aberer mmbie, Ashe, Averett, Bab 
David J. Bailey, Barrere, Bennett, Bocock, John 
H. Boyd, Bragg, Albert G. Brown, Buell. 
Burrows, E n Cabell, Caldwell, Caskie, Chure! 
well, Clingman, Cobb, Cullom, Curtis, Danie 
George T. Davis, Dawson, Dockery, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Fowler, Gamble,Grey, Hammond, Isham G. Harris, 
son W. Harris, Hascall, Hebard, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holla 
day, Horsford, Houston, Howard, Thoma llowe, 
Thomas Y. How, Jackson, Johnson, George VW 
Jones, J. Glaney Jor 


yn W. Howe r, Ingers loln 


Mn 
.MeDon 


hk 
J 
E 


Seymour, On 
Smith, 
Stevens, 


Walsh, 


tone, 


feale, 
Briggs, Brooks, 
Carringt« 


\ 
Coleock, 


samp 


PAGS 
Jo George G. King, I hn Kr 
Martin, Meacham, Meade, Millson, Morehead, Na 

(jullaw, | Polk, Robbins, Ross, Schoonmaker, Smart, 
Stanly, Ale {. Stephens, Thaddeus Steve 
George W "he I n, Toombs, Venable, VW ‘ 
Wallace, ’ h, Wells, Wilcox, and Wildrichk 


‘Taylor, 


uUbridg 


passed 
HARDSON moved to 


which the bill was 


o the bill was 
Mr. Rit 


ite by 
ote DY 


Ss 
iV 


passed, 


iotion to reco pon the table; 


sider u 
vwrreed to 
CALIFORNIA MINT BILL. 
Vir. HOT 


ie Con 


was 


STON As there was obj 
on Ways and Means reporti 


California Mint bill, « at the 


imittee 


t) » if » 
ime t seem 


based upon the fact that it would intert 
he business of the morning hour, | desire 


of the Ho 


port that 


} 1 
iitee that I sho 
acted upon by the 
and thev have 


three 


SOT 


akes fil 

the committee of which he is cha 
| i t} 

msideracion aiso ti 


y of New York, a 


‘avorable to that application ? 


ie quest yn 

i whethertheya read 
And 

n that he would make the report 

to Cali- 


makes this in regar 


Pili 

Mr. HOUSTON. in rep! 
rentleman from New York, [Mr. Seymour,] 

I will state, th the ¢ Wi 
Means have ordered a bill to be reported 
establishing ¢ in the city of New York. 
“hat the of another 
,and notin mine. This 
bill was acted upon first, and [I am willing, under 
two to vote for both 
But this is a billintended more directly 
and immediately to reach and relieve the distresses 
ich exist in California than any other bill, and 
ild be disposed of at once. “The New York 
it is true, is one demanded by the commercial 
nterests of that city and the country, and I expect 


y to the question of 


} 
we 


sommittee on 


} j { 
bill, ye, is in hands 


member of the committee 


+} reetrict . sf +h | lle 
1@ restrictions ot ne nits, 


if them. 


to support it. This bill, however, goes to sustain 
and protect the 
workers—the men who do not traffic in their own 
labor, except when forced to do so under circum 
stances such as exist now in California. They 
are now forced into a of trafic by which 
they lose largely. This bill is intended for the 
relief of gold diggers and laborers, and hence it is 
that | the appeal directly to the House to 
allow it to be reported. I do not propose, and | 
are in favor of both olf 

ese bills should not desire to fasten them together 
with the view that 
We should al 
House 


such as will ret 


; : 
against loss rold digrers—the 


te 
state 


1 
mane 


think the gentlemen who 


the one may carry 


ow the two bills to come 


> othe 


upon their merits; and if they have merit 
ommend them to the co 
of Congress, we them pass; butd 
blend torether. Let them 


meled one by the other. 


ideration 
»ynot 


Stand untram- 


should let 
them 
] do not desire that one 
shall be carried through by the influence of the 
otner. 

Mr. 


isk tne 


SEYMOUR, of New 
rentleman from Alab 
say a word or two in this 


York. 
ima to al 
ynnection. 
the desire of any gentleman—— 

Mr. TOOMBS. Irisetoa 
e gentleman from Alabama 
umeself? 

Mr. HOUSTON 
this bill to the House 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
will settle it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
stand, has expired, 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ne 
yet been consumed 

" Mr. HOUSTON 
order of s 

Mr. GORMAN. There 

which J] think h 

I askt 


noint of « 
th aright to 
, > 

I 
permisslor 


Then [ object to it, and that 


The morning nour, | unde r- 


Then I 


isk fort 


pDusine 


is precedence 


at this tin e, W 
sidered. so 


ohavecor me three we 
—-No. 239, 
deficiency to the State of Indiana of | 


‘ 


this Liouse ordered a bill 


oO a university in said State—to be referred 


Committee of the W hole on the state of t 
The gentleman from North Carolina[M: 
m ved to 


recon 


ider 


the vote making 
1 desire that 


ence, moton 


the Cc 


may 


ered now. I submit to hair w! 
not pre ference ? 

The SPEAKER. 
from Indiana, the Chair 
order to call up that prop 
hour has expired. 

Mr. GORMAN 
had expired. 
The SPEAKER. 
1 vet. 


FLORIDA 


sition until ti 


I thourht the mor: 


mmenced 
RAILROAD. 
Tl 
rentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr, | from 
e Committee on Public Lands, in 
Mirid 


lorida railroad, is the firs 


ie bill reported by 


in from Florida has 
ie Clerk informs the S 


Mr. HALL. 


} ord r this 


Is not the r bill ine 
morning W hat has bec 
The SPEAKER. There is 


+} 
nsiaer tne 


ome 
& proposition 


} tl t au that hall» >. 
motion to lay that bul upon th 
If that motion is called up, the Chair w 


order. 


HALL. I do not wish 


here 
ra; 


ASBUR 


receiveGa l 

y Dicks, Esgq., it 
that that body had passed 
solution, and bill of the House, author 
the Secretarv of the Treasury to I tify and ¢ 


retary, Stating 
joint re 


firm an exchange of lands the Unite: 

tates and Charles Reynolds, of the city Natchez, 

the State of Mississip} i: also, an 
i 


between 


n ict to change 


he name of an American-built 
‘ 


L\melia, and to grant 


vessel named 
y a register in her name; and 
in act to authorize correction of erroneous 
location of military bounty land warrants by act 
ual settlers on the public lands. ] : 


Mr. DEAN. any one has a ri 


lan that mat 2 aah ee oe ie 4} : 
iiup that motion to reconsider except tne gen- 
i : i 5 


I ask if 
‘ 
leman from Missouri, who made it? 

The SPEAKER. Not while the gentleman 
from South Carolina has the floor. a 

Mr. ORR. I understand the Florida railroad 
bill is the first business in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Florida bill is the first 
business in order. 


t 
t 


. € print 
a week ago, when it was postponed until this a 
I understand that it is in the hands of t! 


; he printer 
and not yet returned. I therefore move that the 


further consideration of the bill be postponed untij 
to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California. 
sir, if it be in order, as I think it is, that t 
mittee on Ways and Means be allowed 
back the bill for the establishment of 
Mint in California. 

TheSPEAKER. Itcanonly be done by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 

nt of the House. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, | object 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Commiitee on Public 


I move, 
he Com- 
to report 
a branch 


[ask the unainmougs con 


Lands. 


GRANTS OF LAND FOR RAILROADS. 

Mr. BENNETT, from the Committee on Pyb. 
lic Lands, reported a bill making grants of land 
to aid in the construction of railroads and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and gee. 
ond time by its title. 

Mr. B. 1 desire to put that bill upon its pas- 
sage. Ido not want to debate it, but I wish to 
have the vote of the House upon it. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from New York what bill it is? 

The SPEAKER. 
reported. 

Mr. BENNETT. 
bill read. 

The Clerk then read the first and second gec 
tions of the bill, as follows: 


It is the bill this moment 


I shduld like to have the 


Re it enacted, &c., That there is hereby severally granted 
to the States named herein, the following amounts of pub 
lic land, respectively, for the purposes hereinafter men 
tioned, viz: 

‘T'o Missouri 


, three million acres; to Alabama, two mil 
yn five 


hundred thousand acres; to Iowa, three million 
ieres; to Michigan, two million five hundred thousand 
veres; to Wisconsin, two million five hundred thousand 
; to Louisiana, two million five hundred thousand 

to Missi acres ; to Florida, two 

lion acres; to Arkansas, three million acres; to Cali 
fornia, three million acres; to Illinois, one million acres: 
to Indiana, all the public lands not sold, located, or re- 
served, lying within her limits, and one million acres in 
addition thereto; to Ohio, all the publie land not sold, lo 
eated, or reserved, lving within her limits, and two million 
acres in addition thereto; and to each of the 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva 
nia, Delaware, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee, at the rate 
of one hundred and fifty thousand acres, for each Senator 
and Representative in the Thirty-second Congress, from 


said States, respectively. 


sippi, two million 


States of 


And to each of the organized 
rerritories, and the District of Columbia, one hundred and 
fifty thousand acres. 
2. nd be it further enacted, That the eleven 
States, in the preceding section first named, are authorized 
to apply the proceeds of the lands, hereby severally granted 
to them, to aid in the construction of railroads in the § 8 
ectively And a right of way through the public lauds 
is hereby severally cranted to the said States, and they are 
severally authorized to take necessary materials of earth, 
, and timber, for the construction of the saidrailroad 
respectively, from the public lands adjacent thereto. And 
n loe f the said railroads, and assigning the 
limits thereto, no more land shal! be taken from the United 
ites than is necessary forthe convenient construction and 
ach of said railroads, respectively, including stations, 
publie buildis kinds, seted with said 
other appurtenances as are neces 
d by railroad companies. And a copy ot 
12 location of said several roads, respectively, made under 
1e direction of the Legislature of each State, in which said 
ds are made, shall be forwarded to the proper local land 
offices, and the General Land Office at Washington city, 
Within ninety days after the same are completed, respeet- 
ively, and shali be duly recorded. And there is hereby 
severally granted to each of the eleven States, in the pre 
ceding section first named, respectively, the amount of land 
therein specified, for the purpose of making railroads therein 
respectively, as aforesaid, to be taken along the entire 
length of the line or route of said several railroads, so tar 
as the United States own lands on the line of said several 
oads, in manner following, viz: every alternate section 0! 
and designated by even numbers for six miles in width on 
each side of said several railroads. But in case it sball 
appear that the United States have, when the lines or 
routes of any of said roads are definitely fixed in the man- 
ner and by the authority aforesaid, sold any section, or any 
part thereof, granted aforesaid, or that the right of pre- 
emption has attached to the same, then it shall be lawful 
for any agent or agents to be appointed by the Governor of 
each of said States, respectively, to select, subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands of 
the United States most contiguous to the tiers-or sections 
above specified, so much land in alternate sections or parts 
of sections as shall be equal to such lands as the United 
States have sold, or to which the right of preémption has 
attached as aforesaid, which lands (thus selected in lieu of 
those sold or to which preémption rights have attached as 
aforesaid, together with the sections and parts of sections 


iting each o 


gs O01 all 
and such 


sary or usually enjoys 


ade, turnouts, 
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